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yA Dear Readers 


‘g aturday and Sunday, October 15th 
& and 16th, saw a grin permanently 
>} plastered to my face. In awe, I 

— experienced the opening of the new 
exhibit, A Tale of Two Cultures: How the 
German Scheitholt Became the American 
Dulcimer at the beautiful Museum Of 
The Shenandoah Valley in Winchester, 
Virginia. Most of the dulcimers and 
scheitholts on display are owned by Ralph 
and Shizuko Smith, with three of the 
instruments being from the collection of 
Josie Wiseman in Kentucky. 

Ralph gave a lecture on Sunday 
afternoon. (How nice it was that 
Museum staff had to bring in extra 
chairs for the larger-than-expected 
audience.) As you know from 
Ralph’s Mountain Dulcimer Tales 
and Traditions column in Dulcimer 
Players News, his presentation style is 
engaging as well as informative, and 
he had all of us traveling a delightful 
musical journey. According to Ralph, 
he catches his breath when someone 
tells him, “I have an instrument like 
that tucked away in my attic. It belonged to my grandmother 
in her youth.” His breath caught twice on Sunday as 
Sam Rizzetta brought along a friend’s old dulcimer from 
Huntington, West Virginia while a local resident brought a 
scheitholt he’d obtained from an area in West Virginia just 
north of Winchester. After the lecture, I greatly enjoyed 
being a quiet observer as Sam Rizzetta and builder/ 


Became the 


CHANGING EXHIBITION 


THE HOUSE + THE GARDENS 
THE MUSEUM 


A TALE oF lwo CuLtures: 
How the German Scheitholt 
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player Keith Young poured over the 
| instruments, noting more details than I 
- could imagine. 
Ralph Smith introduced me to the 
» dulcimer more than thirty years ago. I'd 
heard of the instrument and had seen 
pictures, but had never met one in person. 
| Ralph insisted that I learn to play—and 
everything grew from there. He still shares 
his dulcimer stories with enthusiasm and 
_ ever-growing knowledge. 
On Saturday I was at the Museum a few 
| hours early so I wouldn’t miss anything. 
About a half hour before the scheduled 
members-only preview opening, Sara 
Meschutt, the Curator of Collections, 
opened the door and told me to enjoy a 
preview of the preview. I wandered in silence 
and in awe, grateful to the people bringing 
these instruments to the eyes and ears of 
museum visitors. 
With all of this being said, you are invited 
to be part of this experience. The dates of 
the Changing Exhibition have been extended 
to July 1, 2006. Website for the Museum is 
shenandoahmuseum.org. You can hear the 
music exampled on the exhibit touch screen at 
| two-rivers.com/dulcimers/menu.htm. As a side 
note, the instrument fretboard pictured at the 
two-rivers site is my Blue Lion dulcimer. 
One last thought. I’ve known and worked 
with Ralph Smith, as I said, for more than thirty years. At 
Saturday’s Preview Opening I saw him in a suit and tie for the 
very first time! 
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Closing dates for the Display Ads: 

May-July 2006 DPN ; 1/12 page $35 1/6 page $70 
(To be mailed to subscribers in = 174 nage $105 1/3 page $140 
mid-April) = 


1/2 page $200 Full page $400 
Inside back cover $450 


Outside back cover (4 page) 
$290 


Information for News & 
Notes, Letters, Music 
Exchange, etc: Feb. 5th 
Unclassified Ads: Feb. 5th 
Display Ads: Feb. 10th (space 
reservation), Feb. 20th 
(camera-ready copy) 


Ad Prices 

Unclassified Ads: 

45¢ per word. 4 issues paid in 
advance without copy changes: 
20% discount. 


Contact us concerning multiple 
insertion discounts. Advertisers: 
Please be sure to mention which 
kind of dulcimer is featured on 
recordings. 


For inquiries concerning interviews and 
articles, contact us for details and a 
style sheet. Unsolicited manuscripts 
are welcome. For returns of manu- 


scripts, photos, or artwork, please 
enclose a stamped envelope; other- 
wise DPN is not responsible for their 
eventual fate. The DPN reserves the 
right to edit all manuscripts for length 
and clarity. The opinions expressed 
therein are not necessarily those of 
the Dulcimer Players News. 
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Events, Clubs 

Dulcimer Players News 
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Winchester, VA 22604 


UPS address: 
202 N. Washington Street 
Winchester VA 22601 


Contest Winners 


Colorado Dulcimer Contest, August 2005 

Hammered Dulcimer: Ian Holsteen, Catilin Raggio, 
Georgia Simpson. Mountain Dulcimer: Paul Henderson, Jake 
Yochee, Georgia Simpson. 


Walnut Valley Festival, Winfield, Kansas, September 2005 

Hammered Dulcimer: Max Zbiral-Teller (Illinois), Marvel 
Ang (Massachusetts), Stephern Humphries (South Carolina). 
Mountain Dulcimer: Sue Carpenter (Texas), Duane 
Porterfield (Kansas), Jeff Hames (Mississippi). 


Congratulations to all! 
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Playable Folk-Art 


Hand-carved, unique instruments 

crafted by Ron “Coog” Cook 
American European 
Mountain Dulcimers Epinettes des Vosges 
Bowed Psalteries 


Early Instruments 


(831) 425-4933 
ron@cooginstruments.com 


Dulcimer Clubs 


Introducing Wanda Gardner 

Dulcimer clubs not 
only bring us together for 
friendship and music, they 
promote the growth of 
these instruments through 
community interaction. 
Several club newsletters 
arrive on my desk each 
month, and I read them all. 
Sometimes you'll see items gleaned from them in issues of 
Dulcimer Players News. But we want to know more about you 
and about your club activities, and want to share more with 
our readers. As the thought of a dulcimer club coordinator 
grew to fruition, one name came to mind immediately: Wanda 
Gardner. She has untiringly kept the wide-spread Washington 
D.C. area dulcimer friends in touch with each other and 
aware of interesting activities. 

Wanda will contact dulcimer clubs listed on our website 
and ask about members, club history and upcoming activities. 
You are welcome to contact her at gardnerwj@verizon.net. 


Maddie MacNeil 


Wanda Gardner 

My introduction to dulcimers was at one of the first 
Smithsonian Folk Life Festivals on the Washington D.C. 
Mall. The instruments were from the Midwest and I loved 
hearing them. Then at the Waterford Festival in Waterford, 
Virginia, the Mill Run Band was playing and singing—and I 
got to see a dulcimer “up close!” I picked up a brochure from 
dulcimer builder Keith Young’s booth and saw that lessons 
were being offered. A few years later our daughter, by then in 
college, gave her dad a dulcimer for Christmas. I picked it up 
and began playing, and then remembered the lessons. I have 
taken the group lessons ever since, with Neal Walters being 
my repertoire teacher for many years. I’ve attended week- 
long workshops in North Carolina (Boone and Cullowhee), so 
have studied with more of the “greats” in the dulcimer world. 
At present, I have only six dulcimers, including a banjomer. 


The Middie of Nowhere Dulcimer Players 

So far there are three of us playing hammered dulcimer 
here in the Dobson, North Carolina area. We encourage 
and invite any woodwind, wind or string instrument player 
to come join in our music. We are practicing and performing 
a wide variety of tunes from gospel to Celtic, traditional to 
contemporary. In addition, we offer free beginner lessons 
for the hammered dulcimer if you BYOD (Bring Your Own 
Dulcimer!). We meet every Monday evening from 6:30 p.m. 
until we decide to call it a night. Our performances are 


informal and we try to interact with the audience constantly, 
even inviting those who are curious to come up and try 

their hand at playing. We want to instill a sense of fun 

and relaxation to our practices and performances for the 


enjoyment and entertainment of all. 


Jim Taylor 

8188 NC Hwy 268 
Dobson NC 27017 
336-366-2057 
betaylor@surry.net 


Florida 

Mountain Dulcimer Club of 
Bradenton/Sarasota 

Gail Lewis 

2006 Yale Avenue 

Bradenton, FL 34207 
941-751-2554 
gailewis@aol.com 

Tuesday evenings 


Indiana 

Southside Hammered 
Dulcimer Gathering 

Randi Klees 

1434 Preston Court 

Greenwood, IN 46143 
317-859-8501 
tiddleywinks2000@hotmail.com 
2nd & 4th Fridays 


Mississippi 

Biggersville Dulcimer Club 
Forrest Smith 

PO Box 493 

Booneville, MS 38829 
662-287-1054 

1st & 3rd Wednesdays (HD, MD) 


Chickasaw Dulcimer Club 
Houston, MS 

662-568-7221 
forsmith@bellsouth.net 

1st & 3rd Thursdays (HD, MD) 


Crosstown Dulcimer Guild 
Tupelo, MS 

662-842-8318 
forsmith@bellsouth.net 

2nd & 4th Fridays (MD, HD) 


Itamingo Strummers 
Fairview, MS 
662-585-3169 
forsmith@bellsouth.net 

1st & 3rd Sundays (MD, HD) 


Oxford Dulcimer Club 
Oxford, MS 

662-234-3571 
forsmith@bellisouth.net 

2nd & 4th Thursdays (MD, HD) 


Pontotoc Ridge Dulcimer Club 
Pontotoc, MS 

662-489-1895 
forsmith@bellsouth.net 

1st & 3rd Thursdays (MD, HD) 


Nebraska 

Prairie Players Dulcimer Club 
Palmyra, NE 

402-780-6844 

2nd & 4th Mondays (MD, HD) 


New Mexico 

Dulcimer Doin’s 

Silver City, NM 

Peggy Spofford-Wallace 
505-534-4384 
tachysphex@cybermesa.com 
2nd and 4th Sundays, 
12:30-2:30 


North Carolina 

The Middle of Nowhere 
Dulcimer Players 

Jim Taylor 

8188 NC Hwy 268 
Dobson, NC 27017 
336-366-2057 
betaylor@surry.net 
Mondays, HD €3 
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STEP UP FROM THE ORDINARY 


Choice Appalachian Hardwoods 


Beautiful Design and 
Craftsmanship 


Clear Mellow Tone 


Shell Decoration 
Available 


Easy to Play 
Low Action 
Customize 


fj ~&, free brochure 


Catalog on web: www.AppalachianDulcimers.com 


Appalachian Dulcimers by Keith Young 
3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 Phone: 703-941-1071 
e-mail: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 


Sometimes there’s more 
electricity when you're 
unplugged. 


Come hear and play music 
the way Nature intended it. 


At The Ozark Folk Center. 


Dulcimer Jamboree & Workshops 
April 18-22, 2006 


* Workshops, seminars, competitions, jam sessions and 
concerts featuring both Mountain and Hammered Dulcimers, 
traditional folk instruments. 


Instructors 

¢ Mountain: Tull Glazner, Susan Trump, Adie Grey, Mike 
Anderson, Don Pedi, Shelly Stevens and Judy Klinkhammer 

* Hammered: Rick Thum, Bamboo Breeze, Joe Jewell, Russell 
Cook, Cliff Moses and Cathy Barton 


Fees: $250/5 days, $150/3days, THE 
$55/1 day 


Visit our Web site or call for 
more information or to sign up 


for the event. You could learn a lot. 


The Ozark Folk Center State Park 
870-269-3851 


P.0. Box 500 


Mountain View, AR 72560 
www.ozarkfolkcenias 


Musical Reviews 


Neal Walters 


s eff Hames is seventeen, attends 
~ § Madison Central High School in 
~ § Madison, Mississippi, has a cherry 
_— 1968 Plymouth Road Runner and 
plays electric dulcimer in the marching 
band.” It’s possible I could have thought 
of a better opening line than that, but I 
don’t think so. I’m also sure that, by the 
time this review is published, you will 
know that Jeff finished “in the money” 
at Winfield in September, 2005 as well. 
This in no way is intended to establish a 
limit on his talent. Not only is Jeff a 
great young player but he appears to be 
a marketing genius as well. By listing 
the names of all 220 members of the 
marching band in the liner notes, he’s 
probably assured himself of breaking 
even on the CD production costs as 
well. It’s Dulcimer Time is as good a 
debut album as you're likely to hear. It’s 
filled with hot licks and innovative 
arrangements; it covers the waterfront 
in terms of both traditional and 
contemporary material; and it should 
appeal to everyone who enjoys being 
amazed. TJ Larkin engineered the 
recording and provides some great 
support on bass, piano, mellotron, 
resophonic guitar, drums, guitar and 
sitar, while producer David Schnaufer, 
Lee Rowe and Sarah Elizabeth helped 
out as session musicians. The finale 
features the entire marching band and 
Jeff's electric chromatic dulcimer. Buy 
this CD; you'll love it! Titles include 
Rock Around the Clock, Deep Elm 
Blues, Westphalia Waltz, and Faded 
Love. 


. ohn Shaw is a veteran English folk 
a p performer who now lives in Bristol 
§ in the south-west of England. In 
——— the 70’s, he played bass guitar in a 
folk/rock/theatre band and he started 
playing mountain dulcimer seriously in 
1979. He sings and plays in a variety of 
settings—both solo and in two groups— 
and he also sings without the dulcimer, 
conducting a West Gallery choir. (West 
Gallery music is the English style of 


church choir and band music which is a 
sort of precursor of Sacred Harp.) He 
also serves as the mountain dulcimer 
representative on the organizing 
committee of the Nonsuch Dulcimer 
Club. On Regional Curiosity, John 
uses the dulcimer primarily to 
accompany his fine traditional singing. 
This is a wonderful collection of songs 
and tunes that should appeal to anyone 
who has ever leafed through the Penguin 
Book of English Folk Songs, attended a 
rural English Folk Dance and Song 
Society meeting, or just plain enjoyed a 
quiet pint and a song at the corner pub 
on a cold January evening. His voice is 
strong and sure, his dulcimer playing is 
perfectly suited to the material, and the 
combination is thoroughly enchanting. 
He also does material that he attributes 
to American sources— Bonny James 
Campbell by Frank Proffitt and Derby 
Ram from a Mrs. Dodd of Beachgrove, 
Virginia, for example. The CD’s cover 
photograph is a quiet masterpiece in 
and of itself, depicting a dulcimer as an 
integral part of a bridge across a chasm. 
I may be reading too much into that but 
it seems to perfectly describe the links 
that John has made between English 
traditional music and the American 
mountain dulcimer. I really like this 
album and think that you will also. 
Titles include Jockey to the Fair, Poor 
Old Horse, The French Morning Star, 
and Master Kilby. 


— resource for learning those jam 
tunes that everybody but “you” seems to 
know. The book is over 80 pages long 
and has a wonderful selection of tunes. 
For example, I’ve not seen a published 
version of Ashokan Farewell elsewhere 
and that alone is probably enough to 
warrant buying this book for some 
people. Some of the pieces are simple 
and others more difficult. All are 
arranged for hammered and fretted 
dulcimers with both standard notation 
and fretted dulcimer tablature. Some of 
the hammered dulcimer arrangements 
include embellishments and some tunes 
have alternate arrangements or are 


arranged as duets. In addition to 
standard jam tunes like Simple Gifts 
and Golden Slippers, Bonnie has 
included a number of popular Celtic 
tunes that should have broad appeal. 
These include The Parting Glass, The 
Road to Lisdoonvarna, and King of the 
Fairies. For something completely 
different, La Musica is a collection of 
Latin American music Bonnie has 
arranged for both hammered and 
fretted dulcimers. Growing up in South 
Texas, she was exposed to Latin 
American culture on the radio and in 
school. Frequent visits since then, and 
her trip to Nicaragua in 1988 to work 
with local artists, led to her Celtic Caribe 
album—and subsequently to this book. 
All of the music is arranged for 
hammered dulcimer, with ten pieces 
arranged for fretted dulcimer as well. 
Selections include Adios Muchachos, 
Alma, Corazon y Vida, Cielito Lindo, 
and El Condor Pasa. 


teve Siefert says he was never 

_ interested in cowboy music 

_ growing up as a child of the ’80s 

, and was actually puzzled that so 
many song books he found included a 
section titled Cowboy Songs. When he 
discovered there was a whole body of 
music that existed before the popular 
cowboy craze of the 20th century, he 
became interested in the traditional 
stories, songs and poetry of the “real” 
cowboys. Cowboy Songs contains 37 of 
the best songs in the genre, from old 
favorites like Home on the Range and 
The Old Chisholm Trail to some (The 
Zebra Dun and Utah Carroll) that may 
be new to you. All of the songs are 
arranged in DAD and the 
accompanying CD should get you 
started on the tunes you haven’t heard 
before. That’s not all from Steve. Since 
the publication of his DAD version of 
Join the Jam, he has received “at least a 
few hundred” requests for a DAA 
version. DAA—Join the Jam responds 
to those requests, and is intended to 
satisfy players who use the DAA tuning. 
He’s put together 75 of the most 
popular jam tunes, some of which 
require fretting high on the fretboard 
and/or the use of a capo. Because of 


this, he also offers alternative arrange- | of -to Concert 
ments for some of the tunes. The three 
companion CDs present all of the . Featuring: 
tunes, complete with count offs. When /—i kt ——_ 5 
combined with the earlier book, you ' Walt 
; ; E47 os a 

now basically have an encyclopedia of 

jam tunes—in your favorite tuning. € 


Michael 
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Sweetwater 


May 19-20*. 2006 


Longview Community College 
Lee’s Summit, MO 


General Info: www.jubileeofacousticmusic.org 


Continuous Concerts Both Days Workshops at all levels 
Featuring Workshop Instructors in: 
Instrument Raffle Hammered Dulcimer, 
Mountain Dulcimer, 


» Mendors Guitar, Fiddle, 
Camping and Hotels nearby! Autoharp, Banjo, 


Mandolin, Pennywhistle 


Contact: Michael Connelly, 1104 N. Prairie Lane, Raymore, MO 64083 
916-331-5728 __e-mail:_ jam@ 


Little Rock Dulcimer Getaway - Third Annual 
Produced by the Arkansas Dulcimer Society 


we 4 Pulaski Heights Baptist Church 
2200 Kavanaugh Blvd. 
Little Rock Arkansas 


Workshops on Friday & Saturday, August 11 & 12, 2006 with a Friday 
night concert as well as mid-day performances & jam opportunities. 
Mountain Duleimer: {2 


Lee Rowe Guy George 
Linda Brockinton David Peterson 
ts tn Weesa Boyd 
PATTYFEST 2006 cott Odena i 
OLD-TIME MUSIC FESTIVAL Cindy Wickise 


FIFTH YEAR 


In Honor of Patty Looman 
Mentor, Teacher, Song-catcher, Friend 


fiGuitar: Joe Morgan & Scott Odena ae 
fiAutoharp & Shape note singing: Charles Whitmer 


{7 Additional workshops will be offered for 
Pennywhistle & Beginning/novice Banjo 


For information watch the web site at arkansasdulcimersociety.com 
or Contact Bob Bruce at robjbruce@cox-internet.com or 
Jim Munns at jimmunns@phbcarkansas.com 


Workshops Open Stage Jammin’ 
Square Dance Food Vendors Invited 


4 
Saturday, June 10, 2006 
Morgantown, WV 
304-864-0105 PattyFest@westco.net 
www.PattyFest.org 


a 
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WESTERN CAROLINA UNIVERSITY 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMER WEEK 


It’s about the Mountain Dulcimer 
: is : June 18 - 23, 2006 
it’s about Great Music 


It’s about Learning Cullowhee, North Carolina 
It’s about Tradition 

It’s about Innovation “bh supportive, friendly place to 
It’s about Fun and Friendships spread your dulcimer wings 


It’s about Value = he 
1” __ 9005 narticin: 
and It’s about Quality. and fly! 2005 participant 


Dulcimer by John Stockard 


2006 PERFORMER-TEACHERS: 
Karen Mueller Stephen Seifert 
Bill Taylor Madeline MacNeil 
Janita Baker Larry Conger 
Alan Freeman Lois Hornbostel 
Betty Smith Kenneth Bloom 
Don Pedi Anne Lough 
John Huron Mike Anderson 
Phyllis Gaskins Ralph Lee Smith 
David Beede Aaron O'Rourke 
Jeff Sebens Wayne Seymour 
Terry Lewis Sarah Borders 
Will Peebles Joe Shelton 
Flora MacDonald Gammon Drew Andrews 
and more... 


JOIN US THIS SUMMER AND ENJOY... 


* Your choice of ten 12-hr. morning courses: Comprehensive Playing Skills courses for new beginners through 


advanced players. Specialized courses in “Singing with the Dulcimer” with Madeline MacNeil, “Traditional Music for 
Mountain Dulcimer” (Ralph Smith, Phyllis Gaskins, Don Pedi & Flora M. Gammon), “Musicianship & Arranging” 
with Janita Baker, and “Bowing the Dulcimer” with Kenneth Bloom” 

* Dulcimer BUILDING course with John Huron (limited to 10 students) — Learn building skills and build an authentic 
replica of historical, sweet-sounding “Uncle Ed” Thomas dulcimer! (Great for spouses! ) 

* Forty 2-hr. afternoon elective classes. Learn lots of new music and playing styles from different teachers! 

* Over 30 hours of jam sessions with staff, and informal jams abound! 

* Faculty Concerts and Participants’ Open Stage. 

* WCU Dulcimer Orchestra — Enjoy the fun of playing in a large musical ensemble, conducted by Kenneth Bloom. 

* Dulcimer Marketplace and Dulcimer Doctor. 

* Scholarships available — This year including the new “Super Senior Player” scholarship. 

* Beautiful, relaxed campus in the Western North Carolina Mountains — one of the country’s favorite nature and 
vacation destinations. 

* Economical tuition and excellent on-campus housing/meals. 

For more details visit the WCU Mountain Dulcimer Week website, http://edoutreach.wcu.edu/dulcimer. 


lo Register: Our catalog/registration form is mailed in February. To be on the mailing list contact Distance & Continuing 
Education, Western Carolina University, 138 Outreach Center, Cullowhee, NC 28723, or e-mail Hensley@email.weu. 

edu. For curriculum details and staffing contact Lois Hornbostel at P.O. Box 907, Bryson City, NC 28713, or e-mail 
Loisdulec@ verizon.net. Online registration via our website (above) after catalog mailing. 


Events 


February 11 ¢ Mt. Dora, FL 

Dulcimer Day. (HD, MD) Workshop 
and concert. Info: 6 Marlene court, 
Sorrento, FL 32776, 352-735-4907, 
dulcirah@msn.com. 


February 16-18 ¢ luka, MS 

Paul Vaughn Memorial Dulcimer Festival. 
All accoustic instruments welcome. 
Workshops, open stage, vendors, 
potluck supper. Info: Ruby Strickland, 
903 E. Linden St., Corinth MS 38834, 
662-286-0197, sunny@nadata.net. 


February 17-19 © Dayton, OH 

Dulcimer Doin’s. MD, HD, other folk 
instruments. Informal sharing and 
jamming, some workshops. Open stage. 
Info: Gretchn Beers, 1756 Hilt Road, 


Yellow Springs OH 45387, 937-767-1457, 


geocities.com/daytondulcimers. 


February 18 ¢ Joplin MO 

Stringfling sponsored by Ozark 
Wilderness Dulcimer Club. Folk 
arts, dulcimer, autoharp. Info: Judy 
Johnston, 3004 Duquesne Rd., 
Joplin MO 64804, 417-624-2387, 
tomjudy@4state.com. 


February 24-27 Austin TX 


Folk Alliance Conference. Folk music and 


dance workshops, artist showcases, and 


other activities. Info: Folk Alliance, 
PO Box 285, Memphis TN 38101, 
901-522-1170, fa@folk.org, folk.org. 
March 3-5 ¢ East Troy, WI 

Stringalong Weekend. Dulcimer 
concerts, workshops, singing, and 
dancing. Bring or rent an instrument. 
Info: UWM Folk Center, Ann Schmid, 
2960 N. Marietta, Milwaukee, WI 
53211, 800-636-FOLK (3655), 
StringalongWeekend.com. 

March 3-4 « Albany, NY 

18th Annual Mountain Dulcimer Music 
Fest. Workshops, concerts, open stage, 
jam sessions, and vendors . Info: Lori 
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EVENTS CALENDAR DEADLINES 


November - January issue: 
Events from the 2nd weekend of Nov. 
through the 2nd weekend of Feb. 
Deadline: August Sth 


~ April issue: 

Events from 2nd weekend of Feb. 

through the 2nd weekend of May 
Deadline: November Sth 


May - July issue: 
Events from 2nd weekend of May 
through Labor Day weekend — 
This is our largest yearly calendar 
Deadline: February 5th 


August - October issue: 
Events from the 2nd weekend of Aug. 
through the 2nd weekend of Nov. 
Deadline: May Sth 


Keddell, 119 Co. Hwy 107, Johnstown, 
NY 12095. 518-762-7516, lark119@ 
citlink.net. 


Continued on next page. 
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May 


11 AM-—4 PM 


May 7" 


1-4 PM 


OLDE TYME 


Music Festival 


FREE Workshops 


Lap 6 Hammer Dulcimer 
Banjo-Guitar Fiddle 
Mandolin. Autoharp.Jaw Harp 


Jan Hranek (828) 692-8588 - 200 Sweet Lane - Hendersonville, NC 28792 


July 9-15, Sing & Swing Week © jaily 9-15, Dulcimer Week © July 16-22, Celtic Week 
July 23-29, Pe ince’Lab * july 23-29, Old-Time Music & Dance Week 
July 30-Aug.5, Contemporary eek * July 30-August 5, Guitar Week * August 6-12, Fiddle Week 33%" 
. é += 
Call or write fora-FREE-catalgp: The*Swannarioa Gathering, Sand 
5 Warren Wilson College POBox 9000Asheyitle, NC 28815-9008 
Tel: (828) 29 434-9 Emajl- Yathering@warren-wilson.edu * Website: wwvfiswangathering.com 
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Always New and Exciting 


Dulcimer Players News Subscribe or 
Subscribe or renew Renew Online 
your subscription for a year 
or two of good reading www. 


dpnews.com 


@ Current subscribers: |f your mailing label is dated 2/1/2006, your 
subscription ends with this issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming 
without interruption, send us your renewal before April 1, 2006. 


@ Subscription Rates 


United States Qi $24 (1 year—4 issues) or [1 $45 (2 years—8 issues) 
USA, first class postage {3 $29 (1 year—4 issues) or $55 (2 years—8 issues) 
Canada and Mexico $26 (1 Year)* 2S Q Other countries $26 (1 Year)* 


*US banks, VISA, MasterCard, American Express or international money order only 


@ New subscriptions 


J Please begin my subscription with the mext regularly scheduled issue (The DPN is published in February, May, 
August, and November and mailed to subscribers in mid-january, mid-April, mid-July and mid-October.) 


(3 Please begin my subscription with the current issue, or a recent back issue. | enclose $2.00 (USA, Canada, Mexico) 
extra for postage and handling (other countries $4.00). 

@ Renewals 

J Please renew my subscription. If your address is new, please tell us the old one also. 


@ Total enclosed VISA, Mastercard, American Express # 
Exp date: Signature 
Name 
Address 
City State Zip Phone number (if using credit card) 


Our mailing list is used solely by Dulcimer Player News. Names are never sold or shared in any way. 


ARE + YOU > MOVING? 


Please let us know as soon as you know so your Dulcimer Players News will follow you to your new home. 
It will not follow you otherwise. The Postal Service does not forward 3rd class mail. 


@ Old Address (Please print clearly) @ New Address 

Name Name 

Address Address 

City State Zip City State Zip 
Effective 


DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS - POST OFFICE BOX 2164, WINCHESTER, VA 22604 


(540) 678-1305 + DPN DPNEWS.COM + DPNEWS.COM 


ISSN: 0098-3527 


: Morning Has Broken 


Morning Has Broken 
Songs Of Faith And Hope 
Madeline MacNeil 


Hammered dulcimer, mountain dulcimer guitar, cello, handbells and 
autoharp join with the voice on beautiful songs, old and new. 

Sweet Hour Of Prayer « Here | Am Lord « Let All Things Now Living * Shall We Gather 
At The River * This Is My Father’ 
Walk With Me * Dona Nobis F 


Garden 


s World * Precious Lord * Weave * | Want Jesus To 

tacem * My Shepherd Will Supply My Need « In The 

* Morning Has Broken « All Creatures Of Our God And King * Shepherd Me 
O God * How Can! Keep From Singing 


Madeline MacNeil 


$15.00 


Across The Blue Ridge: 


Across The Blue Ridge | Songs with the Mountain 
a Songs with the Mountain Dulcimer D ul Cc i m e r 


Madeline MacNeil and Ralph Lee Smith 


Madeline MacNeil and Ralph Lee Smith first met at Skyland Lodge 

on Virginia's Skyline Drive in 1974. Maddie performed folksongs in the 
Lodge's Mountain Room after dinner for delighted audiences of visitors 
and tourists, and Ralph had just moved to the Washington area after 
spending the 60s in the folk music world of Greenwich Village. 


On this recording, Maddie and Ralph play dulcimers and sing old-time 
we Mae Neil s y 
(Ralph Lee Smith tunes that they have especially loved and have often performed 
wu 


over the years. Versions of all the songs have been known in the 


" 5 0 0 Shenandoah Valley and the Appalachian Mountains for as long as 
$ : anyone can remember, 


Waterbound * Somebody's Tall and Handsome * Scarborough Fair * The Old Woman and the Pig * The Storms Are on the Ocean * Who's Going to 
* Going to Boston * When Are You Coming to See Me? * Land of Promise * The Colorado Trail * Chickens are a-Crowin' 
it the Mill * Pretty Little Turtle Dove « My Home's Across 


Shoe Your Pretty Little Foot 
¢ Shenandoah * Old Man the Blue Ridge Mountains 


Use MasterCard, VISA, or American Express online, 
or by phone or fax. 


— Bea Order on line at 
Shipping (U.S.): $3.00 + 50¢ for each additional item. 
Virginia residents include 5% sales tax. www.madelinemacneil.com 
Ask us about overseas shipping rates. 


* * 
Phone: 540/678-1305 @ Fax: 540/678-1151 nae a ae Ore a ie 
Mail: Roots & Branches Music, 


AZ, _ 
PO Box 2164, Winchester, VA 22604 wes mu. ze 


Our mailing list is used solely by Roots & Branches Music for catalog and 
performance mailings only. Names are never sold or shared in any way. Please 


Ask for our free catalog. 
let us know if you wish your name removed from our list. 


March 5-10 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Beginning Mountain Dulcimer. Info: 
John C. Campbell Folk School, One 
Folk School Rd., Brasstown, NC 28902, 
800-365-5724, dulcimer@folkschool 


March 5-11 ¢ Abingdon, VA 


Mountain Dulcimer Building, Elderhostel. 


Info: Jeff Sebens, 379 High Cliff Lane, 
Cana VA 24317, 276-755-3808, js@ 
jeffsebens.com..org, folkschool.org. 


March 8-12 ¢ Ashley, OH 

Buckeye Dulcimer Festival. Workshops 
(MD, HD), concerts, jamming, and 
gospel sing. Info: Louise Ziegler, 

232 W. High St., Ashley, OH 43003. 


740-747-2326, buckeyedulcimer@yahoo. 


com, geocities.com/buckeyedulcimer. 


March 10-12 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Beginning Mountain Dulcimer. Info: John 
C. Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Rd., Brasstown, NC 28902, 
800-365-5724, dulcimer@folkschool 
.org, folkschool.org. 


. 
H 
if 
if 
hoy 
i 
i 
th 


First love, 


Seven — of music and fun on the shores of the Adi 


An unforgettable week of sma 


March 10-12 ¢ Port Allen, LA 
Lagniappe Dulcimer Fete. HD, MD 
workshops, concerts, jam sessions, 
vendors. Info: Lagniappe Dulcimer 
Society, 18633 Bayride Court, Baton 
Rouge LA 70817, 225-751-2047, 
pfnt3@aol.com, lagniappedulcimer 
com. 

March 10-12 ¢ Avella, PA 
Intermediate Hammered Dulcimer 
Workshop. Info: Folk Music at 
Weatherbury Farm, 724-587-3763, 
folkmusic.weatherburyfarm.com. 


March 16-18 ¢ Avella, PA 

Advanced Beginner/intermediate 
Hammered Dulcimer Workshop. Info: 
Folk Music at Weatherbury Farm, 
724-587-3763, folkmusic.weather 
buryfarm.com. 


March 17-19 ¢ Shepherdstown, WV 
Upper Potomac Spring Dulcimer Fest. 
HD & mixed instruments. Workshops, 
concerts, jam sessions. Info: 304-263-2531, 
updf@earthlink.net, dulcimerfest.org. 


Winter 2006 = 9 


March 17-18 ¢ Overland Park, KS 

8th Annual Workshop & Concert. HD, 
MD, guitar. Info: Linda G. Thomas, 
6409 E. 110th St., Kansas City, MO 
64134. 816-763-5040, lindadan@ 
primary.net. 

March 17-19 ¢ Montgomery, AL 

8th Annual Jam & Campout. Open stage, 
jamming. Vendors welcome. Info: 
Barbara Betts, 334-277-9102, babbetts 
@bellsouth.net. 


March 19-25 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Beginning Hammered Dulcimer. Info: 
John C. Campbell Folk School, One 
Folk School Rd., Brasstown, NC 28902, 
800-365-5724, folkschool.org. 

March 24-26 ¢ Evansville, IN 

Ohio Valley Gathering (MD, HD). 
Workshops, concert, jamming, 
vendors. Info: Nancy & Ron Barkley, 
502-231-4914, louisvilledulcimers.org. 


Continued on next page. 


Celebrating a Quarter of a Century of Great Music! 


The 25th Annual 


Northeast Dulcimer Symposium 


24 — 30 June, 2006 


Blue Mountain Lake, New York 


Rick Thum 


Hammered Dulcimer 


Gary Gallier 


Mountain Dulcimer 


with 
Dwain Wilder 


Mountain Dulcimer Building 


Julane Lund-Beetham 
Norwegian & Norwegian-American Old-Time and Hardanger Fiddle 


Ken Lovelett 


Percussion 


Bill Hicks 
Appalachian Fiddle 


Libby Hicks 


Guitar & Harmony Singing 


rondack Park’s loveliest lake. 
I classes, private lessons, and tutorials all with lots of personal attention; concerts and jams; 


bird watching; hiking and canoeing; and incredible sunsets. 
For information or to register write David Moore, P.O. Box 358, Annapolis Junction., MD 20701 
E-mail: info@nedulcimer.org. See the web site: http: / /www.nedulcimer.org 


Choose from 9 different classes, all levels: 


Hammered Dulcimer 

Patty Looman, Dan Landrum, Guy George 
Mountain Dulcimer 

Betty Smith, Bill Collins, Janita Baker 
Autoharp 

Drew Smith, Neal Walters 

Bowed Psaltry NEW! 

Greg and Tish Westman 


plus Madeline MacNeil, Bob Shank 


Bowed Psaltry & Autoharp mini-classes, 
* Intensive small group classes jamming, & more. 
* All levels - novice to advanced 
* Special afternoon workshops 
* Concerts 
* Group sessions - mini-concerts 
* Jamming 


| Tuition: $395, plus Room & Board 


To register or for more information: 
See website for more information on our 
UGI ISTA summer workshops, featuring: music, 
dance, song, crafts, folklore, and much 
H E I aaa | { Ek @ ¢ a eR : more 
PF DAVIS & ELKINS COLLEGE 


- 100 Campus Drive West 
| Elkins, WV 26241 and 


| 304-637-1209 WWwwW.augustaheritage.com 


March 24-26 ¢ Avella, PA 
Intermediate/Advanced Mountain 
Dulcimer Workshop. Info: Folk Music 
at Weatherbury Farm, 724-587-3763, 
folkmusic.weatherburyfarm.com. 
March 26-April 1 * Brasstown, NC 
Beginning Mountain Dulcimer. Info: John 
C. Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Rd., Brasstown, NC 28902, 
800-365-5724, dulcimer@folkschool 
.org, folkschool.org. 


March 26-31 ¢ Abingdon, VA 

HD, MD Playing. Elderhostel and general 
registration, advanced beginners. 

Info: Jeff Sebens, 379 High Cliff Lane, 
Cana VA 24317, 276-755-3808, 
js@jeffsebens.com. 

Mar 25-April 1 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Build and Learn to Play Mountain 
Dulcimer. Info: John C. Campbell 

Folk School, One Folk School Rd., 
Brasstown, NC 28902, 800-365-5724, 
folkschool.org. 


Mar 31-April 1 © Palestine, TX 
Palestine Old-Time Music & Dulcimer 


Festival. Includes MD, HD. Jamming, 
workshops, concerts, vendors. Info: 
Jerry Wright, PO Box 43, Kennard, TX 


75847, 936-655-2945, pickin@txcom.net, 


geocities.com/palestinefestival. 
March 31-April 2 ¢ Fairhope, AL 
Jubilee Pickers Dulcimer Fest. 
Workshops (MD, HD, other accoustic 
instruments), jamming, open stage, 
vendors welcome. Info: Linda Parker, 
251-960-1469, lindac25@hotmail.com. 
March 31-April 2 ¢ Avella, PA 
Beginning Hammered Dulcimer 
Workshop. Info: Folk Music at 
Weatherbury Farm, 724-587-3763, 
folkmusic.weatherburyfarm.com. 
April 1-2 * Lumpkin, GA 

Westville Dulcimer Festival (MD). 
Workshops, open stage, jam sessions. 
Info: Patty Cannington, Westville, 
P.O. Box 1850, Lumpkin, GA. 31815, 
888-733-1850, westville.org. 

April 1 Kinston, NC 

Waterbound Dulcimers. Mountain 
dulcimer workshops and concert. 


Apper Potomac 


Spring Dulcimer Fest 
March 17-19,2006 


At the Historic 
Hilltop House Hotel 
in Harpers Ferry, W\ 


Workshops for Hammered Dulcimer at all 
levels, mixed instrument classes and more. 


re «LOTS OF GREAT MUSIC 
Featuring: Jim Taylor & Sheila 
Kay Adams, Sparky & Rhonda 
Rucker, Jeanean Martin, Sam 
Rizzetta, “Kitchen Musicians” 
& Maynard Johnson and more. 


Fiddle Retreat january 14-15, 2006 


FROM THE CIVIL WAR ERA! 


Sara 


of Repose Project 


Winter 2006 @ 11 


Info: Ron Cyr, 252-523-8709, roncyr 
@juno.com or Nancy Galambush, 
252-747-8757, jcng@esn.net. 

April 2-8 ¢ Elkins, WV 

Spring Dulcimer Week. In-depth classes 
for all levels of HD and MD players. 
Jam sessions, concerts, and guest artists. 
Info: Augusta Heritage Center, Davis 
& Elkins College, Elkins, WV 26241, 
304-637-1209, augustaheritage.com. 
April 6-8 ¢ Avella, PA 

Beginning Mountain Dulcimer Workshop. 
Info: Folk Music at Weatherbury 
Farm, 724-587-3763, folkmusic. 
weatherburyfarm.com. 

April 14-16 ¢ Bennington, 0K 

Winter Creek Reunion at David’s 
Dulcimers. Workshops (MD, HD), 
concerts, and jamming. All acoustic 
instruments welcome. Info: David 
Turner, 10264 W. Rancho Diego Lane, 
Crowley TX , 817-297-7854, 
dcturner@ev1.net, users2.ev1.net 
~dcturner/wer/festival.htm. 


Continued on next page. 


Featuring: 


Therese Schroeder-Sheker—Founder & Di 


Fabien Maman—Founding Father of Vib 


Richard B. Fratianne, 


Burn Care Center, MetroHealth Mi 
Sarah Weiss—Medical Intuitive/F 


SpiritHeal Institute 


*Plus a Seasonal Healing Conc 


and more... 


Bh 


(For information 


rhe Music for Healing & Transition Program 


with Ken Kolodner teac! Back Upa F ‘iddle lune on “Training musicians to provide live, therapeutic music at the bedside” 
HD, Mixed Instrument classes for Dance in Ol I Time, 


Irish, Sy and \ neland and over 14 fiddle ¢ 


Classes offered at 15 sites in 2005-6. For a comprehensive brochure 
outlining the courses and a current schedule of classes and locations, 
please contact: 


The Music for Healing & Transition Program 
22 West End Road, Hillsdale, NY 12529 
518-325-5546 * mhtp@ben.net + www.mhtp.org 


www.dulcimerfest.org 
email: updf@earthlink.net 


For more information: 
Call: (304) 263-2531 


Escape to Music 
and Tranquility 


Folk Music at Weatherbury Farm offers small 
workshop classes with nationally renowned 
instructors in a setting of tranquility 


March 10 - 12: Intermediate Hammered Dulcimer - Madeline MacNeil 
March 16 - 18: Advanced Beginner Hammered Dulcimer - Patty Looman 
March 19 - 24: Advanced Autoharp - Bryan Bowers 
March 24 - 26: Intermediate/Advanced Mountain Dulcimer - Jerry Rockwell 
March 31 - April 2: Beginning Hammered Dulcimer - Bill Schilling 
April 6 - 8: Beginning Mountain Dulcimer - Bill Schilling 
October 4: Songwriting Woggshop - Bill Staines 
November 3.- 5: Interme pHammered Dulcimer - Kendra Ward 
ee Besies 
Week-long Worksho : Weekend Workshops: $ 100 
ba 93 i i Sean, 
ee Fi, 

Fol Music atWeathefbutyFarm + Avella PA 15312 


724.587.3763 + folkmilisic.weatherburyfarm.com 
far from the madding crowd, yet just 45%inutes southwest of Pittsburgh 


biverver 4th Annual 
Folk Music 


Festival 
Shelbyville, Indiana 
May 20, 2006 


Cathy Barton & Dave Para 
Les Gustafson-Zook 
Tull Glazener 


For details call Renee Moore 
at 317-392-3608 or 


email to renee@blueriverfolkfest.com 


Check for updates at 
www.blueriverfolkfest.com 


Sponsored by 
Shelby Arts Council 


Common Ground on the Hill 2006 


Traditions Weeks: July 2-7 and July 9-14 


@ McDaniel College where traditional musicians, singers, artists, dancers 
and writers offer classes, workshops and performances, as they share 
and celebrate their art and cultures in search of “common ground.” 


S( ing, ¢ el 
Music & A 
@ Carroll County Farm Museum 
Chapin, Walt M & Co., and MUCH MORE on 4 stages 


Dance, Ar fts, Family W 


HAMMERED DULCIMER 


BILL TROXLER, KEN KOLODNER, DAVID LINDSEY 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 
LOIS HORNBOSTEL, SUSAN BOYER HALEY 


Classes from Beginning to Master 
Student hammered and mountain dulcimers 
provided upon advanced request. 


wv fic 


rts Festival: July 8&9 


Common Ground on the Hill, 2 College Hill, McDaniel College, Westminster, MD 21157 


410-857-2771 


cground@ais.net 


www.commongroundonthehill.org 


April 16-22 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Continuing Hammered Dulcimer. Info: 
John C. Campbell Folk School, One 
Folk School Rd., Brasstown, NC 28902, 
800-365-5724, folkschool.org. 


April 18-22 » Mt. View, AR 

Dulcimer Jamboree. MD, HD. Contests, 
workshops and concerts. Info: Dulcimer 
Jamboree, Ozark Folk Center, Mt. 
View, AR 72560, 870-269-3851, 
ozarkfolkcenter.com. 


April 21-22 ¢ Tishomingo, MS 

Hollis Long Memorial Dulcimer Festival. 
MD, HD. Sponsored by Ala-Sippi 
Dulcimer Association and Tishomingo 
State Park. Info: Floyd Cook, 
850-638-0550, dulcimerfloyd@ 
yahoo.com. 


April 21-23 ¢ Oral Hull Park, OR 

Spring Fling Rendezvous 2006. Pacific 
Northwest HD (and friends) gathering. 
Concert, workshops, jamming, open 
stage. Info: Pete Ballerstedt, PO Box 
533, Philomath, OR 97370-0533, 
541-929-4267, ballers@pioneer.net, 
peteballerstedt.com. 


April 21 ¢ Tyler, TX 

Dixie Elementary Mountain Dulcimer 
Festival, open to all elementary age 
players and music teachers. Workshops, 


concerts, pizza lunch, student showcase, 


and jam session. Info: Johnny Ray, 
18079 CR 416, Tyler TX 75704, 
903-597-0543, johnny.ray@tylerisd.org. 


April 22 ¢ Fairmont, WV 

WY Mountaineer Dulcimer Club Spring 
Meeting. (MD, HD) Central Methodist 
Church, !0 a.m. -3 p.m.Jamming, pot 
luck lunch and open stage. Info: Patty 
Looman, 1345 Bitonti St., Star City, 
WV 26505, 304-599-5343, 


April 23-29 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
intermediate Mountain Dulcimer. Info: 
John C, Campbell Folk School, One 
Folk School Rd., Brasstown, NC 28902, 
800-365-5724, folkschool.org. 

April 28-30 ¢ Springfield, OH 

National Trail Duicimer Festival. HD, 
MD workshops. jamming, open stage 
and concert. Info: Dean Yoesting, 
2397 Liberty Rd., New Carlisle 

OH 45344. 937-845-0846. geocities. 


Winter 2006 = 13 


com/nationaltrailsdulcimerfest/, 
nationaltrailsdulcimerfest@ yahoo.com 


May 4-6 ¢ McCaila, AL 

Southem Appalachian Dulcimer Festival 
at Tannehill Ironworks Historical State 
Park. Performances, jamming, camping, 
potluck, crafts. Info: Rob Angus, 2069 
Lakeview Lane, Birmingham AL 35244, 
205-987-7976, raangus@bellsouth.net. 


May 5-7 ¢ Columbus, OH 

Central Ohio Folk Festival. MD, HD, 
other instruments. Workshops and 
concerts, evening bonfire and sing. Info: 
Nancy Cline Bailey, 614-267-4128, cfms 
-inc.org, nancy.cline@sbcglobal.net. 


May 5~6 ¢ Winston -Salem, NC 
Winston-Salem Dulcimer Festival. 
Workshops and concerts (MD, HD). 
Info: Jeff Sebens, 379 High Cliff Lane, 
Cana VA 24317, 276-755-3808, js@ 
jeffsebens.com. 


Continued on next page. 


GATEWAY DULCIMER MUSIC FESTIVAL 


(Formerly The Great River Road Festival} 


Shrine of the Lady of the Snows 
Rt 15 - Belleville, Illinois - www.snows.org 


Spacious Classrooms * Beginner to Advance Classes « Excellent Performers & Teachers 
Friday - Saturday Classes & Evening Concerts * Thursday - Saturday Jam Areas 
Mountain & Hammered Dulcimer * Fiddle « Autoharp + Guitar + Banjo 


Saturday Raffle Drawing * Sunday Morning Closing Hymn Sing 


¢ All Musicians & Public Welcome - 


The Gateway Dulcimer Society invites you to attend our festival at its new location featuring 
200 beautifully landscaped acres with the St Louis Skyline and Gateway Arch visible in the distance. 
Performers, Classes, Vendors, Motels, Restaurants, Camping and Directions will be posted at our website. 
www.gatewayduicimer.org or email: hargus65@hometel.com 
Restaurant and Hotel on site with more choices nearby Shrine Hotel: 800-682-2879 


August 10-11-12-13- 2006 


5" Annual 
Celtic Cafe 


Dulcimer Eclectica 
Musical Retreat 


on the shores of Lake Michigan 
in beautiful Door County, WI 


APRIL 28~30, 2006 

A weekend of Celtic, French & 

Belgian music & instruction for 
dulcimists & other folk instruments 


@x@\_ including fun ensemble gatherings, 
jams & Sat. eve. concert 
“ KAREN ASHBROOK 


intermediate hammered dulcimer 


N STU JANIS 
advanced beginner 
hammered dulcimer 


x KATIE LaRAYE WALDREN 
4 mountain dulcimer 
. PAUL OORTS 


open tunings for intermediate 
' players on steel string guitar 


$150 includes workshops, 
g\ jams & Sat. eve. concert 
@}} For info and registration contact 
\) Theresa Evans @ 920.854.7566; 


ptevans@dcwis.com 
Accommodation Packages Available 


4 


Bayou Ci 
Old set 
Music & 


Dulcimer 
Festival 


July 20-July 22, 2006 


First Baptist Church 
North Houston 

4422 Lauder Road, 
Houston, Texas 


For information contact: 
Gordon and Sandy White 
gswhite@hal-pc.org 

(281) 449-1632 


www.geocities.com/bayoucityfestival 


Sweetwater presents the 


10th Annual 


8th Annual 
Workshop/Con 


Weekend 


March 17 & 18, 2008 
Host: Linda G. Thomas ~ 


Johnson County 
Community College 
2345 College Bivd ¢ Overland Park, KS 


9 Hours of Instruction/Playing 


Hammered Dulcimer — Linda G. Thomas 
Mountain Dulcimer — Gary Gallier 
Flatpick Guitar — Dan DeLancey 


Evening Concert: Thomas/DeLancey Trio & Gary Gallier 


For more information: Linda G. Thomas or Dan DeLancey 
406 W. 109th Terr. « Kansas City, MO 64114 © (816) 941-7834 
e-mail: lindadan@primary.net 


Urbana, Ohio at Urbana University 


Shady Grove Tag Teams! 
One week of instruction at your level, with two great teachers! 


Intermediate/Advanced: 
Steve Eulberg & Janita Baker 


intermediate: 


Gary Sager & Louise Ziegler 


Beginner/Novice: 


Shari Wolf & Cindy Funk 


Dulcimer building workshop with: 


Art Burmeister 


MusicTime Tabulature Software Workshop: 
Shelley Stevens 


(computers provided—timited registration) 


..a week-long music camp for adults 


Website: www.sweetwaterfolk.com 
Email: shadygrove@sweetwaterfolk.com 


r fri .s twa 
Phone: 937-216-5176 Brought to you by your friends, Sweetwater 


(Shari Wolf, Shelley Stevens, Cindy Funk) 


May 6-7 * Hendersonville, NC 
7th Annual Olde Tyme Music Festival 


featuring workshops and performances 


(HD, MD, banjo, guitar, fiddle, 
mandolin). Info: Jan Hranek, 200 


Sweet Lane, Hendersonville, NC 28792, 


828-69 -8588. 

May 6 ¢ Duluth, MN 

Dulcimer Day in Duluth. MD, HD. 
Workshops, clogging, concerts. Info: 


218-525-5098, dulcimersinduluth.org. 


Dulcimer music online 


Download from our website today! 


® High quality graphic files 
in both tablature and 
music notation 


® MP3 sound files 


e Our music is available at 
very modest prices 


® Special offers include many 
files that are FREE ! 


e A variety of arrangements 
for beginners through 
to advanced 


www.frettedmusic.com 


18th Annual 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 


MLLSIC FEST 
March3 & 4 
Albany, New York 


pie a 


Concerts # Open Stage 
MD Workshops # Jam Sessions 
Vendors MD Rentals 


Featured Performers: 
Stephen Seifert 
& Susan Trump 


Dulcimer Association of Albany 


Calvary United Methodist Church 
Belle Avenue, Latham, NY 


Contact: Lori Keddell, 
119 Co. Hwy. 107 
Johnstown, NY 12095 
518-762-7516 
e-mail: Lark! 19@citlink.net 
General Information: 
www.timesunion.com/communities/daa 


P.O. Box 46 Kennard, 


Chestnut Ridge Dulcimer 
Festival 


June 2, 3, and 4, 2006 


University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg 
Greensburg, PA 


Featuring: 
Dan Duggan, Steve Seifert, Karen Mueller, 


Mark Wade, Rob Brereton 
and More 
Check web site for additional listings: 
Workshops for Mountain Dulcimer, Hammered Dulcimer, 
Autoharp, Guitar, Banjo, and more 


For additional information contact: 
Don and Betty Brinker at: 
4889 Route 982 Latrobe, PA 15650 
724-539-7983 e-mail: donbrinker@laurelweb.net 
www.chestnutridgefest.com 


patie nee 
Old Time Music & 
Dulcimer Festival 


Palestine, Texas 
March 30 — April 1, 


A topic! 
Expressions 


Original Airbrushed 
Clothing Designs by: 


Marge Diamond 
440-322-1200 


For Information and 
Design Samples Email: 
mtmarge7 @alltel.net 


Jerry Wright 


TX 75855 
(936) 655-2945 


pickin@txcom.net 


www.geocities.com/ 
palestinefestival 


Memorial 

Day Weekend 
May 26-28, 2006 
The 
WORLD'S 
PREMIER 
ACOUSTIC 
MUSIC 
STORE 


Ask for ont Bibs 
CAT. 
or ont Bibs us ONLINE! 


O2bb-ZEE-DEE Buyas ia 


Diamond a Lisa ® Beather Matyat 
Gary & Toni Sager Linda Sigismond Sweet Sounds Alice Whitehill Plus More Mini-Concerts 


SISE-O9bbb HO wales ‘anuany poomawoy $86 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 
A Large Selection of Quality 
Folk Instruments-Great Prices / 


1100 N. Washington 
PO Box 14210-DPN 


See Our Ad in The UnClassifieds! tonsitig, bal 48901 
Dennis DenHartog Folk Notes Dulcimers Toll-Free (USA only) 
Ph#: 260/484-9078 2329 Curdes Avenue 888-473-5810 


www.folknotes.com Fort Wayne, IN 46805 or 517-372-7890 
www.elderly.com 


<< April 28, 29, 30, 2006 > HEART 
OF THE 
ALLEGHENIES 
FOLK MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 


August 11-13, 2006 


DULCIMER: Kendra Ward, Bob Bence, 
Sterl Van Arsdale, Curt Osgood, and 
Mitzie Collins. Sponsored by: Allegheny Mountain Celciiner Pines 


WORLD FOLK: Simple Gifts 
BLUEGRASS: The Doerfel Family Band 


CONTRA DANCE: Hey Diddle Diddle! Tunescape plus 
LOTS MORE! 


Spend a weekend immersed in the sounds of old-time, bluegrass, 

dulcimer, French-Canadian, trish & World folk music. Learn, 

loorinda Jongs Open Stuge listen, jam, and danée in an informahcollege setting with an 

with Brueg Tidair impressive lineup of talented musicians. Workshops, Jams, 

x Concerts, Dances, Instrument & Accessory Sales, PLUS an 

Tomorrow’s Stars Resort—Springfield, OH Be rument Syl \ 
For information, contact: Dean Y: 
2397 Liberty Rd., New Carlisle, Ohio 45344 For more information, or to register, contact Lucinda Durkee 
ph: (937) 845-0846 email: nationaltrailedulcimerfest@yahoo. 716-676-2260 * P.O. Box 477, Westiield, NY 14787 
info@hotafest.org « www.hotafest.org 


By Johnny Ray 


‘gg Usic teacher, Debbie Seay, 

' first came across a mountain 

PE dulcimer while vacationing in 

_— Gatlinburg, Tennessee, and she 
was immediately hooked. Debbie 
developed her playing skills by attending 
the Mountain Dulcimer Week at 
Western Carolina University and the 
Swannanoa Gathering. As soon as she 
was comfortable with her instrument, she 
began a mountain dulcimer program at 
her school, and this program has taken off 
like a jet plane. 

Brooks Elementary School in Killen, 
Alabama received a grant from their 
local Wal-Mart in the summer of 2003. 
The school guidance counselor, Jo Ellen 
Hudson, suggested to the principal that 
the money be spent to start a mountain 
dulcimer program. It just so happens that 
Jo Ellen is an avid mountain dulcimer 
player and advocate! 

As the idea of a mountain dulcimer 
program spread, an anonymous donor 
came forward with money to match the 
Wal-Mart grant, and thirty cardboard 
dulcimers were soon on their way to 
Brooks Elementary. In the fall of 2003, 
Debbie began the program by teaching 
a 9-week dulcimer unit to all of her fifth 
and sixth grade students. 

Following the 9-week unit, a 
performance group of eighteen students 
was formed, and they began after-school 
rehearsals. In the spring of 2004, two of 
the Brooks dulcimer players competed 
against other students playing the piano, 
banjo, violin, and singing in a countywide 
4-H talent competition. The dulcimer 
players won the contest! In addition to 
this victory, one of the Brooks students 
was a recipient of a Youth Scholarship 
to attend the 2005 Mountain Dulcimer 
Week at Western Carolina University. 

Initially Debbie taught in the DAA 
tuning, but in the fall of 2004 as the 


program grew to include fourth 
graders, she expanded to DAD 
as well. Her students have also 
learned to play chords to add 
variety when they accompany a 
soloist. 

By November 2004, Debbie 
had received funding and 
community support to purchase 
fifteen McSpadden kits, which were 
assembled by six men in the community. 
There was so much excitement about 
the new dulcimer program at Brooks 
Elementary that a second order was 
soon placed for twenty more dulcimers, 
purchased by teachers and staff. In 
May 2005, fifteen additional kits were 
obtained, thereby expanding the 9-week 
program to include 4th graders. 

The excitement about dulcimers 
exploded when Stephen Seifert 
performed a concert at Brooks 
Elementary. He also taught classes for 
both dulcimer groups and did an after- 
school workshop for some of the Brooks 
teachers. 

Debbie now has two auditioned 
dulcimer groups: a Training Group 
and a Traveling Group. The Traveling 
Group, composed of fifteen sixth graders, 
performs at area nursing homes and 
other venues. One real compliment to the 
Brooks program is that now nearly all of 
the students in the Traveling Group have 
purchased their own wooden instruments 
so they are able to practice at home. 
Thanks to the students owning their own 
instruments, plans are under way for them 
to be able to continue playing together as 
they move on to middle school and high 
school. 


With a degree in Music Education, Debbie 
Seay has been teaching music for twenty 
years with the last eight years being at Brooks 
Elementary. She also participates in the Shoals 
Dulcimer and Folk Music Association and serves 
as organist for First Baptist Church in Killen. 
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Brooks Elementary 

100 School Lane 

Killen AL 35645 
256-757-5951 
Debbie.Seay@lcschools.org 
Icschools.org/brookse € 


Discover 
your dulcimer’s 


Bow your dulcimer with JimBows 
to create a beautiful bowed 
saltry sound. Use your current 
fomming patterns or find new 
ones as you explore your 
dulcimer’s exciting new voice. 
Instruction booklet 
and rosin included. 
Works on mountain 
dulcimers, too! 


For more details visit or call: 
www.gleecircus.com 
Zee e-mail: jim.wells@gleecircus.com 


phone: 650-573-8948 
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_ reetings to all ! 

_ My name is Marc Mathieu, 

_ and I reside in a lumbering town 
—— located approximately 600 miles 
north of Toronto, Canada. Including 
myself, the majority of the 6,000 
residents of Hearst Ontario, officially 
known as “The Moose Capital of 
Canada,” is of French Canadian origin. 

Playing a musical instrument of any 
kind has always fascinated me. At the 
age of 12, I taught myself to play guitar. 
A few years later, I traded one of my 
guitars for a used banjo, and I decided 
to give that a try. In the mid 70s, I co- 
founded a local rock band, Fahrenheit, 
in which I played rhythm guitar for a 
few years. 

From the early 80s and for several 
years that followed, my music-playing 
was pretty much at a stand-still. One 
morning, during the winter of 1994, I 
saw a young lady (whose indentity still 
remains a mystery to this day) playing 
a mountain dulcimer on a children’s 
TV show. The sound immediately 
captivated my attention, and I was 
impressed on how effortlessly she was 
able to produce such beautiful music! 
At that point, I decided that I wanted 
one of those... but where would I ever 
find one? What happened next was a 
real coincidence! 

A few weeks later, my in-laws 
returned from a trip to Florida, and 
handed me a pamphlet (they had 
picked it up at a booth at one of the 
Disney theme parks) from the Walnut 
Valley Dulcimer Company of Burns, 
Kansas. I decided to give the owner- 
builder, Jack Brunner, a call. After 
a few minutes of discussion I found 
out that he was building the one I 
wanted, and within the next few weeks 
it would be ready to be shipped out. 
My “Wildwood Mountain” arrived on 
Friday, April 22,1994. From that day 
on, the mountain dulcimer has been my 
primary instrument. 

Soon after, I was playing familiar 


tunes that I grew up with, and began 
learning new pieces from the method 
book that came with my dulcimer. 
After some experimenting, I decided 
that I prefered the chord-melody style, 
although I still enjoyed playing melody 
and drone with a noter “as seen on 
TV” that cold winter morning. After 
becoming familiar with the diatonic 
fret arrangement, I started composing 
my own tunes, often arranging them in 
medleys. 

Folks around here were quite 
intrigued by this new and “unknown” 
instrument. It wasn’t too long, before 
I was invited to do presentations and 
perform at local music festivals, outdoor 
concerts, Christmas concerts, annual 
fund-raising telethons on community 
cable TV and at the local university 
graduation ceremonies. Over the years, 
I’ve been accompanied by musicians on 
guitar, recorder, piano, organ, spinet, 
violin and voice, but I knew of no other 
mountain dulcimer player for at least 
300 miles in all directions. Still today, 
more than eleven years later, I’m the 
only dulcimer player in this region. 
Folks will occasionally stop me to ask: 
“What’s that thing that you play?” 

“Wow! They even have dulcimer 
festivals!” I exclaimed back in 1997, 
after receiving an invitation to a 
dulcimer festival in the mail. But it 
wasn’t until 2001 that I-decided [ had 
been isolated from the dulcimer world 
long enough. After seven years of being 
a lonely dulcimer player in Northern 
Ontario, I deserved a change —to meet 
other dulcimer players and to learn 
from them. 

That same summer, I drove 18+ 
hours to attend the 10th Annual 
August Dulcimer Daze in West Dover, 
Vermont. It was an enriching experience 
to meet so many dulcimer players (some 
of them recording artists) for the first 
time, to learn from them, and, in turn, 
to share my own music with new friends. 
August Dulcimer Daze has been a 
yearly event for me ever since, as it 
holds a special place in my heart. Last 
August, I was honored to have been 
asked by the organizers, George and 
Mary Haggerty, to teach workshops on 
Canadian music. 


“= TEESE NRG ORCC omen rea Ca erinemeermonns ae 
Having been bit by the mountain 
dulcimer festival bug, I constantly 
surfed the internet for information 
on events. During the winter of 
2002, I saw the web page for the 3rd 
Annual Mountain Dulcimer Week in 
Cullowhee, North Carolina. An entire 
week of mountain dulcimer immersion 
seemed appealing! After some 
consideration I decided to register, 
book a flight, rent a car and drive to 
the mountains. Upon my arrival, I was 
impressed with the magnitude of that 
event. I would have never imagined 
having so many dulcimer players in one 
room at one time! I learned alot from 
the talented morning class teachers 
and workshop leaders, and once again, 
I proudly shared “my own” music. I 
returned to Cullowhee in 2004 and 2005 
and, thanks to Lois Hornbostel, director 
of the Mountain Dulcimer Week, I was 
part of the teaching staff, promoting 
some great French Canadian music. 
After aquiring some music notation 
software in the autumn of 2003, I began 
converting traditional English and 
French Canadian folk music, as well as 
my own compositions, into tablature for 
mountain dulcimer for the purpose of 
teaching. I’ve also translated the lyrics 
of some traditional French Canadian 
songs into singable English versions. I 
find it rewarding when I hear from a 
past student, that his or her club has 
added one of my Canadian tunes or 
songs to their repertoire. 


Playin’ Hockey on the Pond 

I composed “Playin’ Hockey on the 
Pond” while experimenting with DGd 
tuning during the fall of 2001. I played 
it without a formal name until I recalled 
a story that my father once told me. I 
don’t know why; it must have been the 
rhythm or something. 

During my dad’s childhood they 

had to wait for the pond to freeze 
over before they could start playing 
hockey, usually in late November or 
early December. Back then, only the 
most fortunate kids had skates. Often 
they were oversized hand-me-downs, 
requiring two extra pairs of socks to 
fill in the slack. The goalie protected 
his knees and shins with rolled up 
mail-order catalogs tied to his legs. 
The hockey sticks were homemade, 
often a branch cut from a tree. For 
the puck, a frozen “horse bun” did the 
trick! (They were plentiful and easily 
replaced when one was lost in the deep 
snow.) In certain parts of this tune, I 
can almost imagine a young boy skating 


on a breakaway, and... He shoots! He 
scores! 

Printed on the back of our Canadian 
five dollar bill are some boys playing 
hockey on an outdoor rink. Next to the 
picture are these words, written by Roch 
Carrier. 


“The winters of my childhood were 
long, long seasons. We lived in 
three places—the school, the church 
and the skating rink—but the real 
lifewas on the skating rink.” 


Trained as an electronic technician, Marc 
has been working at the family owned and 
operated electronics and furniture store 
for the past 26 years. During the summer 
months, Mare and his family enjoy spending 
time at their cottage where he serenades 
nature with his dulcimer music. 

Marc Mathieu 

PO Box 1557 

Hearst, ON,Canada POL INO 

mwdhome@ntl.sympatico.ca 


Music on next page. 


JOHN C.__ 


ent 


Brasstown, No rth Carolina 


John C. iach Folk School 


Explore weeklong and weekend classes year-round in 
craft and art, music, dance, cooking, writing, photography, 
s sto ellin, gardening, and nature studies. Both novice 


Announcing 
“Early Bird Seminars” 


4n enjoyable afternoon for 
aspiring chefs & 
mountain dulcimer players 


Lagniappe Dulcimer Féte 
Thursday, March 9, 2006 
1:00 -4:30 pm 
Pre-registration & Fee 
Required, limited seating 


Robert Force 
Novice Dulcimer Players 
“Strumming and 
Flatpicking” 


Lois Hornsbostel 
Intermediate Players 
“Creative and 
Power Playing Skills” 


Also, “Cajun Cooking -- 
Demonstration & Tasting” 
players and non-players 
Lagniappe Dulcimer Society 
8885 Trinity Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 
(225) 926-8581 or (225) 749-5705 
E-mail cit4dul@aol.com 
www.lagniappedulcimer.com 


Enjoy mountain and 
hammered dulcimer 
classes at the Folk School! 
2006 instructors include: 
¢ Ray Belanger © Bonnie Carol 
e Cris Crismore ® Mark Edelman 
e Guy George ¢ Tull Glazener 
¢ Lorraine Lee Hammond 
¢ Lois Hornbostel ¢ Anne Lough 
¢ Gladys Nielsen ¢ Jeff Sebens 
e Betty N. Smith © Jack Smoot 
e Susan Trump 


Join us for 
Dulcimer Celebration Week 
July 23-29, 2006 


Make your own mountain 
dulcimer at the Folk School! 


Announcing 
Fifth Anniversary 
Lagniappe Dulcimer Féte 
March 10-12, 2006 
749 N. Jefferson Ave 
Port Allen, Louisiana 


Events & Workshops For: 

Mountain Dulcimer, Autoharp, Fiddle, Guitar, 
Hammered Dulcimer, Banjo, Harmonica, Upright Bass, 
Bowed Psaltery, Penny Whistle & plenty of jamming, 
open stage, crazy club contest, vendors, RV camping, 
Cajun catered meals, 3 concerts & 

“First Louisiana State Dulcimer Championship” 


Featuring: 
Robert Force, Lois Hornbostel, Steve Heiser 
Rick Thum, Karen Daniels 
Hazel & the Delta Ramblers 


Lagniappe Dulcimer Society 
8885 Trinity Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 
(225) 926-8581 or (225) 749-5705 
E-mail clt4dul@aol.com 
www.lagniappedulcimer.com 


pring 
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endezvous 


A gathering for hammer dulcimer players & friends~ 
April 21st — 234 


Oral Hull Park, outside Sandy, Oregon 


Only 27 miles from the Portland Airport 
Public transportation available to site 
Close to Portland, Mt. Hood & other attractions 


Beginner, intermediate and advanced workshops with 
Ken Kolodner, Maddie MacNeil 
Janet Braymen & Carl Thor 
Instructors concert, jamming, open mic, raffle 


& other activities. On-site lodging available. 
Food served on-site. 


For information contact Pete Ballerstedt, 541.905.6995, 
sfr.info@gmail.com or visit Pete’s web site — 
http://www.peteballerstedt.com 


i 2005 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 


- 


| 


iy 
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Zo TAY 


Family, Friends, & Fans, 
And especially my husband /Sill-- 


Thank youl 


For all your encouragement 


And support. 


JI couldn't have done it without youl 


www.suecarpenter.net 
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Available at www.SusanTrump.com 


e Mountain Dulcimer Volumes One & Two Ni EL BAY 


Solo and Ensemble Instrumental 


alee Selections by 35 of the finest & PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
, players in the country. : 


_ “The Masters of the Mountain Dulcimer A. Sek olutely thee DAG; 
Series is the best duleimer showcase . 7 4 


~ that's ever been done!” David Schnaufer - featuring 


Live at 


ce 8" OY ew RELA: | ROL 


Sengs ef Faith and 


Hope featurinys songs 
that deliver the Kind g man 


of uplifting, inspira- 


tiona!l messages 
are so W eleame 
today's uncert 
werld \ rea 
good Cvirieciio: 


ghiten anyone's 


What the Hill i For Festival | 


People Say Tablature Books : 
et A Classical Collection $10.00 Bookings & Orders: 


Novice Level Chords and Susan Tramp 
Fingering Book and Instruc- PO Box 313, 
tional CD (like having five Newtonville, NY 12128 


private lessons) $15.00 
CDs: $15/Add $2 S/H susaatrump@aol.com 


a: 


CLAIR NS 


Sweet Sounds Dulcimer House 


The Music of the Shakers 


Hammer Dulcimers, Mountain Dulcimers, " for Mountain Dulcimer 
Pick-N-Sticks, Walkabout Dulcimers, | and i undestan ng often with joyous sense o humo 
Bodhrans, & Crystal Flutes writ 
Large Selection of Books, Tapes, CD's,Jewelry, 195 ie 
Barry & Linda Evans Accessories, MD soft cases, single & double, Celtic Songs and Slow Airs 


11129 Hwy 90 West of our own design, and much more. Lj Mountain Decleor 

Beaumont, Tx 77713 

phone 1-877-860-0848 
or 1-409-866-0848 


www.dulcimerhouse.com 
SSDulcHse@aol.com 


1 2 selec 
1p pear on the companion CD. 104 pages 
Book/CD set (99700BCD) $22.95 


LAPDULCIMER & 
HAMMERED DULCIMER 


Ree Nal ee brates ha gant ate name ven 


paarerere—nreennears INTRODUCING 


transpositions, using a capo, playing dulcimer in jam 
sessions, and mote . Special c Ase Size. 64 pages. | 
Book (94662) $7.95 


&. : eo 


TO ORDER. ‘ ‘ PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
Rebecca 34 Kast Winding 20g : »X 17055 P.O. Box 66 * Pacific, MO 63069 
: 1-800-8-MEL BAY (1-800-863-5229) 


Still availabk 


FAX (636) 257-5062 


| ONLINE ORDERING: www.baysidepress.com | 
ONLINE CATALOG at www.melbay.com 


Maggie's 
Music 
Announces 


America's premier hammered dulcimer 
players...and their NEW C Ds! 


Cottage in the Glen 
JODY MARSHALL 


spay Dance ae 
ANSONE 


Toll tree (877) 624-4436 
mail@maggiesmusic.com 


WWW. MAGGIESMUSIC.COM 


New from Gary & Toni Sager 
Mountain Dulcimer & Autoharp : 
Instrumentals (with Doug Feit and Stephen Seifert) 


“Rats le € Corner” 
fo 4 


Mountain Dulcim rp Instrumentals 


Wa 


Cuckoo's Nest, Miss The Mississippi And You, 
Julie Ann Johnson, Blackhawk Waltz , Rats in the 
Fence Corner, Mr. Bojangles, Magpie, Moon River, 
Marching Through Georgia (lament), White Cliffs 
of Dover, Suzanna Gal/ Soldier's Joy, He'll Have 
to Go, Life’s Railway To Heaven, Shoquonda Bay, 
Clinch Mountain Backstep, Haven of Rest ; 
Prussia Valley Dulcimers | 145328, U.S. Rt. 23, Waverly, Ohio 45690 1740- 947-4767 | pvdulcmers@bright. neta 


PRUSSIA VALLEY | Featuring: 


DUCES i i ae 
ACOUSTIC MUSIC SHOP 


Strings, Songbird, Tacoma, Oscar Scmidt, 
14532 B, U.S. Rt. 23 Austin, Mid-Missouri, Deering, Hohner & 
Waverly, Ohio 45690 Walton, Washburn, Walnut Creek 


www.prussiavalley.com | Plus: 

Cds, Cassettes, Videos, Instruction Books, 
VISA, MasterCard, and __|_ Electronic Tuners, Strings, Straps, a More. 

American Express accepted | 


-Wood-N-S 
Dulcimer Shop 


* Appalachian Dulcimers 

* Hammer Dulcimers 

* Children’s Rockers 

* Ban-Jammers 

* Celtic Harps 

* Music Books 

* Mountain Crafts 

* Psalteries & Accessories “GZ 


FREE (a ted Dulcimers Mike & Connie 
Pickin’ Porch | Peg ayn = Clemmer 


Saturday evenings | wager yr 
7645 E. Lamar Alexander ray. a 
mike@clemmerduicimer.com Townsend, TN. 3788 TENNESSEE 
www.clemmerdulcimer.com (865) 448-6647 _ TRAILS 


LILI KILI ILI ILIA II od 


CD $15 plus $2 shipping/handling. 
Ohio residents add sales tax. 
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by Heidi Cerrigione 
Ellington, Conneticut 


m= cently J listened to Cottage in the 
' Glen, a new CD by Jody Marshall. 
" I met Jody a few years ago at Spring 
——— Dulcimer Week in Elkins, West 
Virginia, and was delighted to hear she 
had released a new recording. It features 
her hammered dulcimer and piano 
playing, accompanied by an incredibly 
talented cast of musicians. What a 

fine opportunity to introduce Jody to 
DPN readers! I contacted her about an 
interview, and our conversation follows. 


Q: You were fortunate to grow up in a 
musical family: your dad, a jazz musi- 
cian; your mother who loves to sing; 
and your older brother who is a drum- 
mer. On your recordings you have a 
wonderful piano style. How old were 
you when you began piano lessons? 


A: I was nine. I couldn’t wait to start 
lessons, and (strange but true) I liked 
practicing. But I found reading music 
to be laborious. Since the lessons were 
based on written music from the usual 
series of piano instruction books, I 
only lasted as a student for a few years. 
Then I didn’t play for a long time. 
When I became involved in a band 
that needed a “bottom” in addition 

to the higher range of the dulcimer, 

I got myself a Roland keyboard and, 
eventually, a Yamaha upright. It was 
fun incorporating the piano into my 
recording and developing dulcimer/ 
piano duets. 


Q: Your style today incorporates many 
musical influences. When did your love 
of Celtic music begin and who are a few 
of your favorite artists? 


A: My appreciation for Celtic music 
followed naturally from my involvement 
with the hammered dulcimer. Like 
most people who are attracted to the 
instrument, I loved the fiddle tunes 
people were playing on it, and the Irish 
and Scottish tunes in particular had 

so much spirit. I found Irish jigs to be 
especially fun to play; I felt like my 
hands were dancing all over the strings! 


As far as artists go, I have trouble 
identifying just a few favorites because 
there are so many wonderful dulcimer 
players and other musicians out there 
who I greatly admire and who have 
influenced my playing. But one artist 
whose recordings have been in my 
CD changer lately is Beth Patterson, 

a bouzouki player formerly with The 
Poor Clares, a band out of Louisiana. 
Beth is a versatile singer-songwriter, 
instrumentalist, and performer. She 
doesn’t “specialize” in any one genre, 
but the Celtic influence is definitely 
there. I also admire Bill Whelan’s work 
(the composer of Riverdance). He 
writes great tunes and makes the most 
of them through his use of different 
musical textures. Fiddler Alasdair 
Fraser is another musician I listen to 
alot. I just started taking fiddle lessons, 
and it’s both discouraging and inspiring 
to listen to him and other great fiddlers! 


Q: Where/when was your first exposure 
to the hammered dulcimer? 


A: It was at a folk festival at Wolf Trap, a 
national park devoted to the performing 
arts here in the Washington, D.C. area. 
I think it was the late 1970s. I remember 
hearing an enchanting sound coming 
from one of the vendor tents, and then 

I saw a man playing this mysterious 
instrument. I’m pretty sure it was Sam 
Rizzetta. I must have stood there 
transfixed for at least an hour; never 
mind that there were several acres of 
festival to experience. I just thought the 
instrument sounded so beautiful and 
looked so cool, with those little wooden 
sticks skipping around on the strings. 

I thought, “How in the world does he 
know what strings to hit?” 

I made a pact with myself that 
someday I'd get one of those things and 
learn to play it. It took at least ten years, 
but I finally got a dulcimer. 


Q: You have been nominated as best folk 
instrumentalist by the Washington Area 
Music Association and have played at 

quite an impressive list of venues. They 
include the Smithsonian Institution, the 
Kennedy Center — and the White House! 
What was the White House occasion? 
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A: It was a Christmas reception. 

I was playing holiday music and 
accompanying a children’s choir on one 
of Malcolm Dalglish’s arrangements 

for hammered dulcimer and voice. It 
was during President Clinton’s term. 

He came into the room where we were 
performing, but there were so many 
people crowded around him that I never 
did see him. 

That was a fun gig. The White 
House was beautifully decorated for the 
season, and they had all this incredible 
food! I certainly did my part to uphold 
the musician’s tradition of taking 
advantage of free eats. 


Q: In addition to performing solo, you 
were a founding member of the trio 
lronweed. Who were the other members 
and what kind of music did you play? 


A: Don Stallone was on concertina, 
button accordion, and vocals and 

Craig Williams was on guitar, bodhran, 
and vocals. We had a lot of fun being 
the Weeds. We did a lot of three- 

part vocals, including sea shanties, in 
addition to instrumentals. We played 
mainly British Isles repertoire, including 
Morris dance tunes and English country 
dance music, in addition to Celtic. But 
we weren't limited to traditional music. 
We also got a kick out of arranging and 
playing stuff like movie themes and TV 
jingles. 

The three of us met at a music party 
and decided to form a band when we 
finally stopped playing long enough to 
notice that we were the only people still 
there. Everyone else had long since left 
or gone to bed. The sun was just starting 
to come up and we still weren’t ready to 
call it a night. Or day, as it was turning 
out to be. 


Q: Currently you perform with MoonFire 
and Connemara, two Celtic bands. Tell 
us a bit about those two groups. 


A: MoonFire got started in the late 
1990s when Cathy Palmer, a fiddler, 
recorded Fiddler Play the Light. She had 
me, flute player and singer Elise Kress, 
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the four of us enjoyed working together 
so much that we decided to form a 
band. We built our repertoire around 
Celtic and original material. A few 
years ago we recorded Present, Past, and 
Future and were honored to receive a 
WAMMIE award from the Washington 
Area Music Association for Best Celtic 
Album! Today MoonFire is a trio with 
Cathy, harper Ellen James, and myself. 
We’re each writing a lot of new stuff, 
and it’s fun incorporating that into the 
mix. 

Connemara has been around for 
quite a while and has involved a number 
of different musicians. Grace Griffith, 
an amazing singer, is the constant. We 
don’t perform on a regular basis, but we 
do a few festivals and several Christmas 
shows each year. The Christmas shows 
have become a tradition, and we’ve built 
up quite a repertoire over the years. 


Q: A few years ago, MoonFire was 
asked to write and produce the score 
for a production of The Steward of 
Christendom by Irish playwright 
Sebastian Barry. What was that like? 


A: That was a really interesting 
experience. We were given copies of 

the script in advance, which included 
descriptions of the characters for 
inspiration, along with instructions 

for when music would be needed and 
roughly how long the segments needed 
to be. Sometimes they were really short; 
ten or twenty seconds. Other times, they 
were two or three minutes long. 

We each “adopted” one of the 
characters, and our particular 
instruments became the “voice” of 
that character. In addition to writing 
music, we also used some traditional 
tunes, carefully choosing melodies and 
creating arrangements that would both 
set and reflect the mood of the moment. 
It was fascinating! And one of the best 
parts was that, since we recorded the 
music in advance, we could actually 
watch and enjoy the play as members of 
the audience. And we were given free 
passes to go as often as we wanted. 
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and harper Mary Fitzgerald play on it. 
Elise and I produced the album, and Continued on next page. 
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Q: | know you’re highly regarded in 
dulcimer circles for being an outstand- 
ing teacher. Any words of wisdom or 
thoughts to share with the readers 
who are just starting on their dulcimer 


journeys? 


A: Take advantage of as many learning 
opportunities as you can. If you have 
access to an experienced private 
teacher, seriously consider taking 
lessons. There’s no substitute for that 
one-on-one work on a regular basis. 
Going to workshops is great too; an 
intensive weekend or even week-long 
workshop can be a really energizing 
experience, not to mention a great way 
to meet fellow dulcimaniacs! Another 
important part of learning to play is 
just listening to music in general. You 
can absorb alot that way without even 
trying. And if there’s a certain style of 
music that you’re drawn to and want 
to learn to play on the dulcimer, listen 
to how it’s played not only on the 
dulcimer, but also on other instruments. 


Congratulations! 
to 


Erin Rogers 


Of Concordia, Kansas 


Q: When you’re not playing or teaching 
music, I’ve learned you are a freelance 
writer contributing to publications such 
as Ranger Rick, the National Wildlife 
Federation’s magazine for children. Tell 
us about that work. 


A: In college, I majored in wildlife 
sciences and minored in English and 
biology. I had no idea what I would do 
with that combination, but it turned 

out to be a good one. Before doing 
music full time, I worked for different 
organizations developing and writing 
activities for kids and teachers on 
natural-history related topics. I still 
keep my hand in it by writing stories and 
articles for Ranger Rick and occasionally 
for other publications. 


Q: Has any hammered dulcimer 
reference ever crept into an article? 


A: Not yet! Maybe someday I'll find an 
excuse to explain what a trapezoid is in 
one of my stories... 


2004 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 


Erin’s Website is: 


www.senicroots.com/erin 


Erin is shown receiving the trophy and the 
Koa Custom Dulcimer that were her prizes as 
the Winner of the 2004 National Mountain 
Dulcimer Championship. 


Dulcimer Shoppe, Inc. 


Hand Crafting McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 


PO Box 1230 


1104 Sylamore Ave. 


Mountain View, Arkansas 72560 
Phone 870-269-4313 FAX 870-269-5283 


McSpaddenDulcimers.com 


Q: Let’s talk about your new solo record- 
ing, Cottage in the Glen, on the Maggie’s 
Music label. I’ve really enjoyed listening 
to it! How did you make the selection of 
songs and tunes to include? 


A: I had written some tunes that I hadn’t 
recorded yet, and some of them worked 
well in medleys with traditional and 
contemporary Celtic-inspired tunes that 
I like. That gave me an opportunity to 
do one of my favorite things—create 
arrangements that reflect a variety of 
musical textures and moods. It also 
allowed me to include a lot of the 
incredible musicians that we’re blessed 
to have here in the Washington, D.C. 
area, and that I’ve been lucky enough to 
know and work with through the years. 
Some tunes, such as the ones by Ian 
Anderson and Duane Allman, were also 
good candidates for the CD because 
they reflect my interest in adapting 
music from different genres; pieces that 
sit well on the hammered dulcimer but 
aren’t often heard on it. And I included 


the two vocals, “Brandy Tree” and 
“Summer Garland,” featuring Grace 
Griffith on lead vocals, at my husband 
Jefri’s request. I’ve been singing those 
songs with Grace at festivals and other 
performances for years, and he thought 
they would be a nice complement to the 
instrumentals. 

But the “bigger picture” answer 
to your question is that, overall, | 
selected material for the CD that not 
only reflects my musical interests, 
but also my feeling about music 
as a focal point for friendship and 
community. I included pieces that I felt 
would highlight a variety of different 
instruments, and that allowed me to call 
on the talents of many fine musicians 
and friends. For me, the fellowship 
music generates is just as important as 
the artistic aspects. 


Q: The title track, “Cottage in the Glen,” 
is one of your original tunes. Does it 
refer to an actual place? 


A: I wish! No, it just reflects a little 
fantasy I have about a rustic little 
cottage; someplace where friends gather 
to play music and sing songs by the 
hearth... sigh. 


Q: Many of us like to play the works of 
0’Carolan on the hammered dulcimer 
and you’ve found a beautiful one enti- 
tled “Mrs. Anne McDermott Rowe.” Your 
solo dulcimer is recorded so cleanly; 
would you tell us what kind of dulcimer 


you play? 


A: When I made the recording I didn’t 
yet have my newest dulcimer. I used my 
lovely old Augusta Grande, built in 1986. 
I've had it since it was new and it has 
always had an exceptionally beautiful 
tone, but it just keeps getting better 
with age! For a couple of tracks I also 
borrowed a Nick Blanton Forte, which 
has some notes that the Grande doesn’t 
have and also a damper-pedal system, 
both of which I took advantage of in the 
“Three Sisters/Little Martha” set. I think 
the recording engineer, Chris Murphy, 
did a great job of capturing both the 
warmth and sparkle of the dulcimers. 
My new baby is a Nick Blanton 


compact chromatic, which I love! It has 
dampers and some extra notes I’d always 
lusted after, not to mention a beautiful, 
clear, and consistent tone throughout. 
Nick customized the instrument for me 
in a couple of ways. First, he was able 

to find a source of redwood for the 
soundboard that was recycled: the wood 
has been reclaimed from old California 
wine vats. If you look at it in the right 
light, you can see just the slightest hint 
of grape purple! Another cool thing 
Nick did was to create a special carving 
for the sound hole. I asked him if he 
could carve one of my favorite birds, a 
chickadee, and darned if he didn’t do a 
boffo likeness. I posted a photo detail of 
it on my website. 


Q: The cat medley of “Ragtime Tabby/ 
Catnip Fling/Scattercat Polka” on your 
CD is just plain fun! Tell us about the 
numerous felines that let you live in 
their house. 


A: Cats seem to just happen. You start 
with one or maybe two, and then one 
day you look around and there are 
three —no, four—er, five. There’s 
Oscar, the big Maine coon who doesn’t 
know or care that he’s way too heavy 

to be a lap cat; Jesse, the orange tabby 
who stirs up mischief by jumping on 
other cats when they least expect it, and 
then dashing off: Jordi, the brains of 
the outfit who breezily opens doors just 
because she can (we’re grateful that she 
doesn’t have opposable thumbs); Jenny, 
the piglet in a cat’s body whose list of 
acceptable foods includes avocados, 
tortilla chips, cantaloupe, popcorn, and 
squash; and Jackie, the Peter Pan of cats 
who, at six, has never grown up and still 
thinks all the world is a toy (his favorite 
toy is his own tail). They’re a lot of fun, 
and they never cease to amaze and 
amuse! 


Q: There are several of your composi- 
tions on the recording, one of which 
accompanies this interview. Would you 
give us some background for “Ides of 
March?” 


A: I wrote it late at night, as the March 
wind rattled the windows. As with many 
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of my tunes, I got inspired several hours 
after I should have been in bed asleep. 
Maybe that’s the only time the Muse 
can get through! 


Q: Before | let you go, do you have any 


hammering suggestions or piaying tips 
for players of “Ides of March? 


A: In the A-Part, since you'll need an F 
natural above middle C, it makes sense 
to start with the left hand on the D right 
above middle C on the bass bridge. The 
first measure works well all on the bass 
bridge. The second works best with all 
but the last note (an A) on the right 
treble. If you start that way, the rest 
pretty much falls into place. Likewise, 
start the B-Part on the bass bridge with 
the left hand. In the C-Part, start on the 
right treble with the left hand and move 
to the left treble in the second measure. 
From there, the C natural dictates which 
side of the bridge you need to be on. 
It’s a bit of a twisty tune, but I find it’s 

a lot of fun to play once the hammering 
makes sense. 


Thanks Jody, for being so kind and 
willing to answer all my questions! 
Readers can find more information at 
jodymarshall.net or maggiesmusic.com. 


Jody Marshall 

P.O. Box 6252 
McLean, VA 22101 
jody@jodymarshall.net 


Heidi Cerrigione, a frequent contributor of 
articles for Dulcimer Players News, teaches 
and writes books for autoharp and dulcimer; 
performs and records with her husband, 
John; and with Neal and Coleen Walters 
(Doofus Music). & 


Cottage in the Glen * CD, Maggie's 
Music, 2005 

Present, Past, and Future « CD, Azalea 
City Recordings, 2000 


Music on next page. 


Steve Eulberg 


‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
Minor Mode Tunes Bk & CD 
Mountain & Hammered Dulcimer 
instrumentals 


Masters of the 
Mountain 
Dulcimer 


Great Players of 
the Mountain 
Dulcimer 


Beginnings 
with Chorus & Didjeridu 


Random Acts 
of Fiddling with 


diverse fiddling genres 


Soaring original & 
traditional songs & tunes 


Bottle Up & Go 
with JimJim & the FatBoys 
Blues, Gospel & Folk 


Dulcimer-Friendly 
Worship Series 


Advent Bk/CD 
Evening Prayer Bk/CD 


,, Happy Are They: Psalms to 


NEW! 
©” Sing & Sway By 


www.owlmntnmusic. com 


Owl Mountain Music, Inc 

1281 E. Magnolia Unit D#188 
OWL: Fort Collins, CO 80524 # (970)472-135 
MOUNTAIN 


MUSIC. INC 


Blue Lion 


Handcrafted dulcimers and guitars of exceptional quality played by fine 
musicians including: Janita Baker, Rob Brereton, Rosamond Campbell, 
Mike Casey, Carrie Crompton, Karen Detjen, Sarah Elizabeth, Robert Force, 
Lance pc Neal Hellman, Wade Hampton Miller, Karen Mueller, 
Mark Nelson, Cathy Barton-Para, Jean Ritchie, 

Sally Rogers, Wayne Seymour, and Betty Smith. 


_ Authorized builders of the 
Force-d'Ossché Six String and the 
Jean Ritchie Traditional Dulcimer. 


10650 Little Quail Lane 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
805.438.5569 
www.bluelioninstruments.com 


Please visit us online to view our complete catal 
of instruments; accessories; recorsiings and bookx. 


Variety, Innovation, Quality, & Value 
w+eeeeSince 1974 


FokkcrarfU Legeno 
Appalachian Dulcimers Hammer Dulcimers 
12 Solid Wood Models 6 Models 


Folk Koots 


Appalachian Dulcimers 
9 Solid Wood Models 


ee Oe he oe 


Psalteries, Harps, Instrument Kits, Hammer Dulcimer Stands, Books, 
Accessories, Recordings, Builders’ supplies, Bags/Cases, & more! 
E-mail:info@folkcraft.com Browse our web-site: www.folkcraft.com 
P.O. Box 807, Winsted, CT 06098 Order Toll-Free: 800-433-3655 


Visit our Showroom: Corner High & Wheeler Sts., Winsted, Ct. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 
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MIDI-Melodies 


© 2005 Jodi Marshall 
Am 


Ides of March 


Dm 


Visit: www.dpnews.com 


Larry Conger’s 
Mountain Dulcimer 


Tune of the Month 


A monthly subscription based “Listen & Learn” CD 
designed to help the mouniain dulcimer enthusiast learn 
new skills and techniques when no instructor is available. 


work at your own pace 
listen as many limes as necessary 
add tunes to your repertoire each month 
learn from a former National Champion 
no minimum purchase — cancel at any time 
one CD and written tablature mailed each month 


With favorites 
such as 
“Wild Mountain For subscription info contact: 
Thyme” Dulcimerican Music 
and P.O. Box 131 
Cajun Walte Paris, TN 38242-0131 


E-mail Dulcimerican @aol.com 
or Visit — www. larryconger.com 


CD $15 plus $1.50 for shipping 
A Little of This & That tab book, $12.50 plus $2.00 S@H 
Thistledew Acres * P.O. Box 134 * Marengo, OH, 43334 


www.dulcimerbaglady.com 


The Fifth Annual 
Heritage Dulcimer Camp 


Mountain and Hammered Dulcimer 
Novice through Advanced Classes 


MAKERS OF 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
AND FOLK HARPS 


with a solid reputation 
built on quality and service 


* Ten models of dulcimers, 
from two to four octaves 


Susan Trump ++ Larry Conger 
Linda Thomas - Dan Duggan 
Allen Macfarlane ++ Joe Collins 


July 23-28, 2006 
Parkville, MO 


¢ Five chromatic models, 
including the Piano Dulcimer 
* Seven models of lever harps 


* Stands, dampers, cases, 
hammers, books, 


and videos 


Contact us for 


for information contact: Sharon Lindenmeyer 
: : free color brochure 


405 Court + Ellsworth, KS 67439 
(785) 472-4285 « sindmyr@carrollsweb.com 
www.heritagedulcimercamp.org 


; Dusty Strings Co. 
Fax (206) 634-0234 3450 16th Ave. W. 
www.dustystrings.com Seattle, WA 98119 


Doug & Lee Felt 


by John Sackenheim 
Okeana, Ohio 


utside the sleepy town of Marengo, 
Ohio, population 393, there lives 
a devoted couple of more than 
fifty-three years who purchased 
some twenty acres of woods in 1975. The 
driveway to their home is a shade over 
a half-mile long, give or take a few feet, 
and you risk getting lost in some of the 
ruts and potholes. You tend to wonder 
how they managed to get electricity, 
water and telephone service back there. 
(They did not have electricity until 
1998 or so, water is from a well, and 
the telephone is cellular.) Near the end 
of the five-minute obstacle course that 
Doug and Lee Felt call a driveway you 
begin to get a warm, peaceful feeling, 
realizing that you are leaving the world 
behind. Soon you hear the birds sing, 
a squirrel darts by, a chipmunk dashes 
across the driveway in front of you. You 
may even see a deer or two. It’s then 
that you realize there is something very 
special about this place. 

Then the serenity is shattered as 
you hear the buzz of Doug’s saw and 
the whirl and clatter of Lee’s sewing 
machines! The birds fly away in terror, 
the squirrels scamper to the next 
county and the chipmunks pack up and 
move to Columbus. The deer hightail 
it to Montana. But you stand there in 
awe; you've had your first exposure to 
Marengo hospitality! 

Doug, also known as The Dead Tree 
Troll, is best described as a big teddy bear. 
He’s been playing the mountain dulcimer 
since 1971 when his oldest daughter, 
Marie Anna, purchased one made by Chet 
Hines. Doug took one look at it and asked 
the infamous question “What is it?” He 
immediately put it away as no one knew 
anything about a dulcimer, including how 
to play “the thing.” 


Doug retired from Armco Steel 
Company in 1981. In 1982 his youngest 
daughter, Karyn, noticed that he had 
way too much time on his hands and 
signed him up for a mountain dulcimer 
workshop at the Black Swamp Festival in 
Lima, Ohio. The rest is history. 

Lee, also known as the Ohio Bag 
Lady, began making Doug’s mountain 
dulcimer cases and soon friends were 
asking her to make cases for them. In 
1984 Lee became serious about her 
project becoming a business, and she 
made about thirty bags that year. Since 
then, they have constructed some 3,500 
bags, but who’s counting? 

Currently they make mountain 
dulcimer bags, tote bags, bags for metal 
music stands, bags to hold miscellaneous 
things—bags for just about anything you 
can imagine. Most of the bags are made 
of 1000-denier nylon Cordura® which is 
water repellant and resistant to abrasion, 
fading, rotting and mildew and they 
incorporate design changes as requested 
by the customer. 

Doug, meanwhile, struggled to learn 
to play the dulcimer, while developing his 
list of mountain dulcimer heroes: David 
Schnaufer, Bob Force, Al d’Ossche, 

Paul Andry, Bill Van Dusen and Jack 
Gieger. While playing the dulcimer, 
Doug also learned to play penny whistle, 
his own handmade wooden spoons and 
the bodhran. Today he teaches all of the 
instruments he plays. He is considered to 
be the only living Italian bodhran player 
who teaches the instrument using pizza 
boxes. His philosophy on workshops is, 
“Have fun and share your knowledge.” 

Doug also performs and entertains 
with his music and his own brand of 
small town jokes and humorous stories. 
He often shares the stage with his good 
friend, Gary Sager. 

Doug has written several songs 
including “I Don’t Know Yet” and “Lee’s 
Waltz.” In 1999 he recorded a CD, A 
Little of This and A Little of That. This 
was no small feat for a player who says, “I 
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only play two songs. One is ‘Mississippi 
Sawyer’ and the other isn’t.” In 2003, 
Doug and Lee published a dulcimer tab 
book, A Little of This and A Little of That 
plus One More. 

Should you see Doug and Lee at a 
festival or workshop, please say hello. 
You will not regret meeting them. If you 
don’t run into them somewhere, visit 
their website: dulcimerbaglady.com. 
They love hearing from folks, and you 
will enjoy the experience of talking with 
them. 

Doug & Lee Felt 

PO Box 134 

Marengo OH 43334-0134 

leefelt@bright.net 

dulcimerbaglady.com 


John and his wife, Marti, live near Okeana, 
Ohio. John served in the U. S. Navy and retired 
from Procter and Gamble in Cincinnati in 1998. 
He has been playing the mountain dulcimer 
since May, 1999, and is a member of Hills 
of Kentucky Dulcimers. In 2004 he authored 
his first tab book, New Old Hymns for the 
Mountain Dulcimer, which can be viewed at 
mountaindulcimer-1-3-5.com. €3 


by Ralph Lee Smith 


A Fine Scheitholt Comes 
to Light —Again! 


he scheitholt that is pictured with 

this article surfaced in the 1970s, 

then dropped from sight. The next 

time I saw it was in July 2005, on 
ebay! Here is the tale. 


The Moravian Settlement at 
Winston-Salem 

In 1753, a group of early German 
settlers of the Moravian faith traveled 
down the Shenandoah Valley by way of 
the Great Wagon Road. At Big Lick, 


now called Roanoke, they crossed the 
Blue Ridge west to east, following the 
headwaters of the Roanoke River, 

and then proceeded south to the 

North Carolina piedmont, east of the 
mountains. In December 1753, they 
established a settlement at the locale 

of present-day Winston- Salem, North 
Carolina. The settlement, strongly based 
on the dissident Moravian Church 
which had been persecuted in Germany, 
prospered and thrived. 


The William Dettmar Scheitholt 

In 1983, Lloyd Allen Smith published 
his great book, A Catalog of Pre-Revival 
Appalachian Dulcimers, a pioneering 
work that provided the starting point for 
all subsequent research. Item A26 in his 
catalog is a scheitholt in the possession of 
Old Salem Museum at Winston-Salem. 
Allen saw the instrument in a display 
case at the Museum, but did not examine 
it, and it is one of the few instruments 
in the book for which he provides a 
description but no picture. 

I had already seen the instrument. In 


the 1970s, I visited Old Salem Museum 
and saw it in a display case. The curator 
removed the instrument from the case 
for me to examine. It is handsome and 
beautifully crafted, with six strings, three 
of which pass over the frets and three 

of which pass to the right of the frets. 
The curator showed me the accession 
card which stated that the scheitholt 

had belonged to William Dettmar, 

the Salem community’s last gunsmith, 
who was born in Germany in 1832 and 
was accepted into membership in the 
Moravian Church at Salem in 1858. The 
Museum photographed the instrument 
for me. The photo appears on Page 17 in 
my book, The Story of the Dulcimer, with 
accompanying information. (The Story of 
the Dulcimer was published in 1986 and, 
unfortunately, is out of print and rare.) 


The Waynick Scheitholt 

The Museum did me a second 
great favor. They knew of another 
scheitholt, which was owned by Dr. 
George Waynick and his wife, residents 
of Salem. The Waynicks had bought it 
at a local auction and knew nothing of 
its history. At the Museum’s request, 
they brought it in, and the Museum 
photographed it. The photo appears 
on Page 17 of The Story of the Dulcimer, 
with associated information. The 
scheitholt had originally been painted 
red, and substantial amounts of old 
red paint remain on the body. It is an 
instrument of classic grace and beauty, 
with a different design from that of the 
one owned by William Dettmar. 


Hello Again! 

I never expected to see the Waynick 
scheitholt again, but early in July 2005 
a couple of friends contacted me, 
asking me to take a look at an item 
on ebay described as “RARE Early 
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NC Moravian Scheitholt (Dulcimer, 
Zither).” It was offered by Nathan W. 
Sapp, a well-known Winston-Salem 
dealer in fine American antiques. It 
looked vaguely familiar in the photos. I 
bid on it and got it. 

Madeline MacNeil met me at 
Starbucks, in Leesburg, Virginia, and 
together we examined the ebay photos 
and compared them to the photo of 
the Waynick scheitholt in my 1986 
book. Yes, there was a tiny spot of 
white paint visible on the tailpiece. Yes, 
some abrasion along the side of the 
instrument was visible in both photos. 
Yes, the two remaining iron tuners were 
turned to exactly the same position in 
both photos! There could be no doubt. 

I contacted Nathan Sapp, and he 
confirmed our guess. Dr. Waynick had 


Moravian Scheitholt from the German settlement at Salem, North Carolina. 
Probably early to mid 19th Century. Photo by Salem Restoration. 


died, and his widow was selling items 
from the estate. Nathan had purchased 
the scheitholt. “It’s the finest one I ever 
saw,” he said. 

The photo of the Waynick scheitholt 
that the Museum took for me is 
reproduced here. The instrument’s 
dimensions are: 


Overall length: 34 inches. 


Vibrating String Length: 24 11/16 
inches. 


On Display 

I obtained the scheitholt just as the 
Museum of the Shenandoah Valley 
in Winchester, Virginia was laying 
out the exhibit of instruments from 
my collection that went on display 
October16, 2005. The instrument is one 
of three in a display case labeled, “The 
Trail of the Scheitholt,” which shows 
the dissemination of the scheitholt on 
the old frontier. The three instruments 


come from, respectively, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia— and includes the Waynick 
scheitholt from North Carolina. 

Come to the Exhibit and see these 
instruments and many more! The 
Exhibit, originally scheduled to run to 


April 1, 2006, has been extended to July 


1, 2006. 


We Need Help 


Many DPN readers have visited the 
new educational 1-3-5 website at 
mountaindulcimer-1-3-5.com/. One of 
our staff volunteers now has too many 


other commitments, and we need to find 
a replacement to help us. If you have 
experience in arranging music notation and 
tablature for the mountain dulcimer along 


with an interest in the 1-3-5 tuning system, 


we would appreciate hearing from you. 


Further information is available from our web 
manager, Gail West, at GWEST1955@aol.com. 


Dandy Duster 


Over 4” static free hog bristles 
set in a wooden handle. Comes 
in a storage tube. 


$18.00 free shipping. Samples 
& disc. available to dealers. 


Cliff's Custom Crafts 
43 York St., Bay City, Ml 48708 
989-892-4672 
cliffscrafts@chartermi.net 


Rick, Thum's s 
6 Sond ofthe 
Month Club 


* one CD mailed monthly 

* pick 12 from over 25 titles 
¢ detailed lessons 

* broken down by phrases 

¢ user friendly 

* practice tracks with guitar 
¢ sheet music provided 

¢ full money back guarantee 


Motivating monthly lesson 
to increase your 
skill and repertoire 


Like a Private Lesson with 
Rick Thum 


Get Started Today 


log on to rthum.com 
or call and request an order form 
4565 S. Square Dr. 
High Ridge, MO 63049 
636-376-THUM (8486) 


HANrve cf VW Nine 


HAMMERED DULCIMER 


& AUTOHARP 


B B Hammers 


Gustom Hammer Makers 


Visit the new 
and improved website! 


www.rthum.com 


ey Dubbert 


"92 Winfield Champion « '99 Mountain Laurel Champion 


Autoharp & Hammered Dulcimer 


Twenty Mostly Solo Tunes 


“A treasure trove...each one a gem.” 
Neal Walters, Reviewer, Dulcimer Players News 


$17 postage paid to: 
Carey Dubbert 


18000 Coleman Valley Road 
Occidental, CA 95465 


Play list at www.monitor.net/~dca/carey 


Bob and Betty Kiogima 


1079 Tinker Lane 
Proctorville, OH 45669 


740/886-2284 


Many styles available in Cherry or Maple 7%” or 8%” long with 
Rosewood trim handles. 


We Specialize in Custom Sizes. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited. * BKiog@aol.com 


Hammered Dulcimer Tales & Traditions 


by Paul Gifford 


A Dulcimer Trip in 1972 


It was a good time to set out on a search for dulcimer 
players. By the summer of 1972, the instrument’s revival had 
barely begun. In virtually all parts of the United States, most 
people had never heard nor seen the instrument. I had been 
playing it for a few years and wanted to travel around to see 
to what extent the dulcimer had been known and whether 
there were any players living. This was well before the 
Dulcimer Players News began its journey. 

From Detroit, Jon Blasius, a fiddler, and I left on the first 
leg for Willoughby, Ohio. We stayed a night at my uncle 
Walter’s house. He had a dulcimer he bought secondhand in 
Youngsville, Pennsylvania, in 1928, but his main instruments 
were clarinet, saxophone, and piano. That evening, however, 
his main instrument was the piano accordion, which he had 
received from a recently deceased friend and was practicing a 
lot. We had a bit of a jam session there. 

The next morning we tried to follow up a clue about an 
anonymous dulcimer player that my father had heard of from 
an antique dealer in the area. All we knew was that this player 
appeared annually at a museum in Burton, Ohio. We went to 
the Geauga County Historical Society, a rather large, outdoor 
museum, and asked an employee. She told us that the player’s 
name was Luther Battles, and he lived not far away in rural 
Hambden. 

We went to his house and introduced ourselves. Mr. 
Battles was 82 and in a wheelchair. Unfortunately, he had 
suffered a stroke two years earlier and had given up playing. 
However, his speech was not affected, and he and his wife 
were happy to have visitors. His dulcimer (an old Lyon & 
Healy instrument from about 1890) rested on its stand in the 
middle of the living room, all ready to go. I played second on 
it to Jon’s fiddling. 

He revealed, in our conversation, that he played only second 
on the dulcimer, and that he generally played with a fiddler 
and a person who played the bass viol. This was the usual 
combination in which he had played since the early 1950s at the 
annual Maple Sugar Festival in Chardon and the Apple Butter 
Festival at the museum in Burton. I was especially intrigued 
with this combination, since my father had heard from his father 
that the usual combination for dances around his hometown, 
Sherman, New York (about 100 miles east of there) was fiddle- 
dulcimer-bass. 

I subsequently learned that Mr. Battles had learned to play 
the dulcimer about 1905 from Will Ostrander, in Ashtabula 
County. Evidently he played it at house parties and other 
informal occasions near his home. When he began his annual 
performances at the Maple Festival, he was continuing a local 
tradition which had begun in 1934 when Frank Alderman of 
New Lyme Station, then 76, played it as old-time entertainment. 


Mrs. Battles fed us delicious cocoanut cream pie, and we 
left for Sugar Grove, Pennsylvania, about a two-hour drive to 
the east. My father had asked the widow of Marcus Wells, a 
dulcimer player he had known thirty years earlier, if she knew 
of any players still living. She did know of Vern Johnson, a 
farmer at Sugar Grove. 

Along the way, we happened to stop at an antique store 
in Union City, Pennsylvania. I asked about dulcimers, as I 
was wont to do with antique dealers, and, to my surprise, 
she mentioned that there was an old man living nearby who 
played one. In a few minutes, we stopped at the rural home of 
Frank Young, 89 going on 90. 

Mr. Young showed us his antique dulcimer (made by 
Henry Ransom’s factory, 1850s) and two or three instruments 
he had made using the Ransom dulcimer as a model. Another 
homemade instrument he had was a guitar, with straight, 
angled (rather than the usual curved sides bent in a form) 
sides. Unfortunately, he felt that he no longer played, or at 
least he preferred to play checkers that afternoon rather than 
music. In conversation, he mentioned that he once knew a 
local man, Hib Swan, whose daughter Kimmie accompanied 
him once on the dulcimer at a fiddler’s contest in North East, 
Pennsylvania (probably during the spate of such contests that 
took place in 1926 following Maine fiddler Mellie Dunham’s 
visit to Henry Ford), This piece of information was useful to 
me when, a few years later, while playing at a Michigan 4-H 
convention, someone told me of a player named Lewis Swan, 
who lived in Samaria, Michigan, near Toledo. Doubting any 
connection to the Pennsylvania Swan family, I was proved 
wrong when I visited Swan’s widow and learned that Lewis, 
indeed, was Hib Swan’s son. Lewis’ brother Jack, of Corry, 
was still alive and could play the instrument, though strictly 


second rather than lead. On this trip, however, I didn’t learn 
of Jack Swan. 

We made it to Sugar Grove and found Vern Johnson’s 
farm, with the auspicious sign “Jamboree Acres.” Mr. 
Johnson, however, was working in the fields on a tractor 
and couldn’t be reached. His son invited us in. I learned that 
Johnson had a dulcimer, but he really didn’t play it often. I 
gathered that he had taught himself to play chords (second) 
and that he played it upside down-with the strings of shortest 
length closest to him. He played other instruments, and 
so did his son, whose five-string banjo showed a bluegrass 
orientation. The latter’s brother-in-law was a professional 
Western square dance caller who flew around the country 
calling and had recently come back from Honolulu. We 
brought our instruments in and had a jam session. Not long 
afterwards, an auctioneer friend of the Johnsons dropped by. 
He played the fiddle and did a super-fast version of “Miller’s 
Reel,” as I recall. 

The younger Johnson mentioned that he knew of a 
dulcimer player in Jamestown, New York, whose grandfather 
had also played the instrument. He looked up the person’s 
name and wrote down the information. It was Sterl Van 
Arsdale. At that time, I had known of Van Arsdale’s 
grandfather, Jesse R. Martin, because my father had visited 
him at his home in 1938, but the name Van Arsdale was 
unfamiliar to me. In any case, we couldn’t locate Sterl at the 
time. After the trip, I looked at the yellowed copy of Jesse 
Martin’s obituary my father had saved and noticed that his 
daughter was Mrs. Phillip Van Arsdale. This made me excited 
to learn that Jesse Martin’s music indeed might have been 
preserved after all, and I met Sterl a few months later. But 
that’s another story. 

Following these exciting discoveries in northeastern Ohio 
and northwestern Pennsylvania, we headed east. After a visit 
with a high school friend in Plainfield, Vermont, we went to a 
folk festival in eastern New York. The Fox Hollow Festival of 
Traditional Music, first organized by Robert (Fiddler) Beers 
in 1966 and held annually on his property in Petersburg, New 
York, had become one of the hammered dulcimer’s chief 
points of revival, originally due to Howard Mitchell’s interest. 
The West Virginia performer Russell Fluharty appeared at 
the first festival, and Mitchell soon organized workshops on 
making and playing the instrument. These interested Bill 
Spence in the instrument, and by 1970 he was making them 
commercially. Mitchell’s how-to book/record set had been 
recently published, so in the summer of 1972 Fox Hollow 
seemed like an auspicious place to visit. 

The first thing I noticed was that the atmosphere and 
crowd was quite different from what I usually associated 
with the dulcimer. Instead of the rural, elderly, conservative 
people I had encountered in association with the instrument, 
the atmosphere here was urban, young, and left-wing — 
basically your typical “folkie” crowd. While I had participated 
in antiwar demonstrations and Marxist labor/political 
lectures, I felt a bit uncomfortable; probably because of the 
unfamiliar associations. 
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The dulcimer activity centered on Bill Spence’s booth. 

He was selling the instruments for $160, if I recall, and was 
playing one. (1 seem to remember that “Mississippi Sawyer” 
was a tune he often played.) Dennis Dorogi, of Brockton, 
New York, was selling mountain dulcimers and had one 
hammered dulcimer he brought to sell. Another person, 
probably Mike Autorino, was selling a “psaltery.” (Actually, 
it was a copy of a MacKenzie “piano-harp” that Robert Beers 
had popularized under the name of “psaltery,” an instrument 
he plucked rather than hammered.) At the time, I suspected 
the original instrument was a commercial dulcimer, but the 
knowledge of the 19th-century instrument was so limited at 
that time that people believed Beers’s claim that it was the 
survival of a medieval psaltery. The psaltery activity there, 
such as it was, was distinct from any dulcimer activity. 

Jon and I played a bit around the festival. At one point, I 
met Guy Carawan, who played my recently-made instrument 
a bit. There was a woman who had recently bought one of 
Dorogi’s instrument and was trying to learn it, but the only 
player at the festival otherwise was Bill Spence. His group 
gave its first performance there, which was well received. 
The same day Dudley Laufman and his Canterbury Country 
Dancers performed, which, according to Dudley, inaugurated 
the contradance revival. 


To be continued... 
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b presents solo performances and also 
ng Wood." These recordings are traditional 
performed on mountain dulcimer, 


Jeff, an award-winning dulci 
selections with his band, "We 
American and Celtic songs aft 
old-time banjo, fiddle, guitar 


NEW RELEASE 
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heff Forman 


Prettiest Girl in the County 
' 19 energetic and expressive tracks 
Performed by Jeff and his band, 
Well Strung Wood. Songs Include: 
Prettiest Girl in the County 
Ye Banks and Braes/Gentle Maiden 
Crockett’s Honeymoon « Skye Boat Song 
Sarah Armstrong « Shuckin’ the Brush 
Annie Laurie « Sweet Bunch of Daisies 
Young Jane « Jenny Lind Polka 
Dutch Girl/Sandy Boys 


om, 


Jory’s Ladder 
18 pleasing and creative 

selections including: 

Before | Met You 

Sal's Got Mud Between Her Toes 

Believe Me, If All Those Endearing Young Charms 
Ned of the Hill « Waltzing on Top of the World 
Rose of Sharon Waltz 

Camp Meeting on the Fourth of July 

Jeff City « Come By the Hills 


jorys Lacder 


To order, send $15 + $2 s/h to: 


Jeff Furman « 120 Conner Dr., Chapel Hill, NC 27514 


email: dicmr@yahoo.com « web: cdbaby.com/furman 
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Performance Introductions 


In my last article, I introduced some 
of the ins and outs of, and arguments 
for, creating your own arrangements 
for performance. Some of the ideas 
presented include general characteristics 
of a good arrangement, the need to 
really know the melody and its harmony 
before creating an arrangement, and 
how a good arrangement can enhance 
the listener’s (and the player’s) 
enjoyment of even an otherwise insipid 
piece of music. Now it’s time to consider 
the introduction. 

The paragraph above serves as my 
introduction to this article. Notice 
how it sets the tone, and it prepares 
you for what’s to come by offering 
some perspective and context. A good 
introduction will set the stage for a more 
meaningful reception of information, 
making it easier for the listener to take 
in the information, and, therefore, 
making it more satisfying as well. 

Let me remind you that when you 
step onto a stage, everything you do, 
say, and play is your performance. The 
music is only a part of your overall 
performance. Thus, what you say and 
do, both before and after playing a 
piece of music, has great influence on 
the audience, and should be considered 
carefully in your planning for a 
performance. 

The two major types of introduction 
to a piece of music are verbal and 
musical. They are both crucial, as they 
each create first impressions of the 
music to come, and thus affect how the 
music is heard. This article focuses on 
the verbal. 

A good spoken introduction will 
present information in such a way that 
it creates a longing to hear the music, 
and offers some ways in which the 
audience can relate to what it is about to 
hear. Your introduction can be critical 
to an audience’s reception of your 
music as it sets the tone for your level 
of professionalism, degree of comfort 
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with performing, and the music to come. 
Three main types of verbal introductions 
are personal, historical, and music- 
related, with the first two being much 
more useful to most audiences, as you'll 
see later in this article. 

The personal introduction gives the 
audience some ways to relate to the 
music. You can talk (briefly) about 
your own relationship with the music. 
For example, you can describe the first 
time you heard it (where you were in 
your life, what was happening during 
that time, how it caught your attention), 
how you came to learn it, and why you 
enjoy playing it. You can describe how 
the music affects you, how it makes you 
feel, and so on. You can relate a story 
that conveys something about your 
understanding of the music, something 
that you feel would benefit your 
audience and their appreciation of the 
music. 

You can give your audience images 
to bring up while they listen. If, for 
example, you describe a rose you saw 
before playing “To a Wild Rose,” many 
audience members will envision roses 
as they listen. Giving some audience 
members an image to conjure while 
they listen can be very helpful and 
can increase their involvement and 
enjoyment of the music. For others, 
however, this will be limiting as they 
might prefer to just hear the music and 
come up with their own images. 

To prepare to give a personal 
introduction, it can be helpful to sit 
down to reflect on some of these topics 
and to write them down. You can make 
a cue card with key words that will help 
you to remember what you wanted to 
say about the piece. You can hold the 
card in your hand when you're talking, 
and glance at it now and then to jog your 
memory. Don’t simply read the card, as 
you will no longer be communicating 
directly and spontaneously with your 
audience. 

Next is the historical introduction. 
This is where you talk about the 
composer, the time period in which the 
music came into being, its historical 
significance, and its uses. Was it 
originally intended for dancing or for a 
church service? For what instrument was 


it originally written? Are there lyrics, 
and, if so, what are they about? What 
was happening in the world when this 
music came into being? What can you 
say about the composer, if you know 
who it is? 

To prepare for a more historical 
introduction, do your homework. 
Gather data about the music, the 
composer, and the time in which the 
music came about or was popular. The 
internet is a great resource. Take notes 
and make cue cards with key words 
that help you to recall names, dates and 
places. 

Another way to introduce a piece is 
to give your audience the opportunity to 
learn something about the music itself. 
The information must be relevant and 
the right length; appropriately brief and 
pithy. For example, don’t start talking 
about what key you’re playing in unless it 
has some bearing; it’s not interesting on 
its own. If the piece was originally written 
in a particular key because it was sung, 
and you moved it to a key that was more 
useful on the dulcimer, that could be 
relevant—especially if you present it in an 
interesting manner, or you are performing 
for singers or dulcimer players. 

You can describe the form of 
the piece, but not as you would to a 
musician. Don’t say, “This piece is 
AABBAA.” Unless you’re playing 
for a dulcimer club or a room full of 
musicians, your audience won't have the 
slightest idea what you're talking about, 
and you will lose them. Instead, you can 
say something like, “As you might hear, 
this piece starts off with a particular 
theme which is repeated, then goes 
to another theme, which is repeated 
also, and then returns to the original 
theme, which is played twice. This 
form is typical of music for this kind of 
dancing.” When talking about music to 
most audiences, use everyday language. 

If you get a sense that your audience 
is musically sophisticated, you can 
discuss your analysis of the piece in 
some way, but always make it interesting 
and not too dry. You can talk about 
your favorite moments in the piece, 
analyze them, and even demonstrate 
them to show the audience what you 
mean. Then, when they hear it within 


the body of the music, they'll recognize 
it and have a deeper appreciation and 
understanding for those parts, and for 
the whole. 

However you consciously choose to 
introduce your piece, there are a few 
important general considerations to take 
into account when giving any kind of 
verbal introduction. 


A Never say anything negative. Your 
audience doesn’t have to know if you 
forgot the name of the composer. 

If you do tell them you forgot 
something, make it lighthearted and 
not tragic. 

A Never talk down or up to your 
audience. Make eye contact with 
members of the audience as you talk. 
If the stage lights prohibit you from 
seeing them, look at the audience as 
a whole as though you’re talking to 
an individual. Use vocabulary that 
is neither too sophisticated or too 
simple for your audience. Try to avoid 
using words that your audience might 
not understand. Or use those words, 
and then explain what they mean. 

A Speak slowly and clearly, naturally 
conveying your enthusiasm and your 
enjoyment 

A Be spontaneous, but have some idea 
of what you’re going to talk about; 
what you'd like to convey. Don’t read 
from a script, but be prepared to be 
able to talk extemporaneously about 
the music you're about to play. Your 
introduction will prepare both your 
audience and you for what’s to come. 
Consider the introduction to be part 
of the piece, and practice it along 
with the music when preparing for a 
performance. 


A Make no excuses and never 
apologize. We don’t want to hear 
about your tuning problems, how 
hard this piece is, how difficult it was 
to learn. We want you to be as elegant 
and fluent as possible and to escort us 
into the music in such a way that we 
will feel really good to be there with 
you. Make the difficult seem easy, 
and make what’s easy seem easy, too. 
Whet our appetites, and then give 
us a great arrangement to satisfy our 
hunger. 


Giving no verbal introduction before 
you play is valid, too, but should be 
done consciously. You can experiment 
to gauge the differences between giving 
an introduction or not. When I began 
performing, I assumed that the music 
would help to calm me, so I opted not 
to verbally introduce my first piece. I 
quickly learned, however, that I needed 
to talk to the audience beforehand, to 
make eye contact in order to feel at 
peace and at one with them. However, 

I try to play some piece in the middle 
of a performance without talking about 
it ahead of time, and then offer a brief 
explanation afterward. 

Practice talking about your music 
in the same way you practice your 
music. Treat your verbal introductions 
in a similar manner that you do your 
music—practice them. Practice 
introductions on your own, and then 
do them for a neighbor, friend, or your 
cat. Record yourself giving a verbal 
introduction, and then listen to it to 
determine how you could do it better. 
The more you do it, the easier and more 
natural it will become. Study how other 
performers introduce their pieces and 
determine what works and what doesn’t. 
Use your observations to guide your 
own introductions. 

The most memorable concert I’ve 
heard was given by Scottish fiddler 
Alasdair Fraser. At times he would talk 
at great length about what he was about 
to play, offering all kinds of perspectives 
from which the audience could relate 
to the music. Other times he would just 
start playing extemporaneously, leaving 
the audience to figure out what he was 
doing on their own, and then explaining 
what he had just played after he finished 
playing. He offered a perfect balance 
of anticipation and preparation, and 
the audience was never disappointed or 
confused. 

In my next article, we'll cover some 
of the finer points of creating a working 
musical introduction (what you play 
before you play the melody), beginning 
to develop your own “bag of tricks” to 
help you meet your goals. Please write to 
me with your ideas about performance 
at performance @steveschneider.com. 
Be well, and stay in tune. @ 
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Mountain Dulcimer 
Books 
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!!!New Book!!! 
“Deep Roots—Easy Folk 
Songs” w/ demo CD 


kek 
Other Books 
“The Promised Land” 
“Fiddlin’ Around” 
“Tunes and Ballads” 
‘Hymns & Gospel Songs 
“Christmas Carols” 
“Gospel Duets or Solos” 


$15.00 each + s&h 


DAD , easy to intermediate 
level, with melody line, tab, 
chords & words. 


Helen Johnson 
P.O. Box 3395 
Lake Jackson. TX 77566 
Telephone: 979-297-7015 
dd Email: Helena HelenJohnson. biz 
www.HelenJohnson.biz 
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Supplies for 
Dulcimer Makers 


Folkcraft is your source for instrument 
making supplies, All wood is carefully 
dried and seasoned. Tops, backs, sides 
and fingerboards are sanded to exact 
tolerances and matched. You'll also find 
quality accessories, strings, hardware, 
and quick delivery. 

Call or visit our secure website for our 
complete supply list 


Dulcimer, Hammer Dulcimer, 
Bowed Psaltery and Harp 


FokkcrartU 
TesQumenG 
Toll-Free 800-433-3655 
http:/ /www.folkcraft.com 
info@folkcraft.com 


Katie LaRaye Waldren LONG-DISTANCE-LEARNING 


Your chance to work with a master teacher 
in your home no matter where you live. 


LONG-DiISTANCE-LEARNING, with renowned player and teacher 
Steve Schneider, is designed to facilitate your musical growth through 
* personally tailored hammered dulcimer lessons. You work in your 
“home, at your convenience, and you choose the goals for each lesson. 


‘Lessons are conducted through an exchange of audio or video 
Mapes, and can target any areas of your music that you want to 
prove. You will receive constructive and valuable feedback, 
et new ideas, and be given personalized exercises and 


music to practice. 


~~ © * 


For more details, contact Steve Schneider at 


orders, please co 

ee P.O. Box 24 

Mazomanie, WI 53560. 
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608.795.2931 


LEARN HOW TO & GAIN GREATER am DEVELOP 


PRACTICE MORE EFFECTIVELY * SPEED AND ACCURACY YOUR MUSICALITY 


Jane Chevalier 


\Old But Timely 
Old But Timely showcases Janes 
ba te ivarious playing 
’ jstyles. Tunes 
linclude Red Wing, 


getting e Recordings and Instructional Materials for both the 
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Wife, Westphalia , Ukulele and Mountain Dulcimer. 
Waltz, Off to : s an Ls 3a 
California, plus six li all I Wonder What the Poor Folks Are Doing Tonight” CD 
jmore tunes! The ,\\ pd and songbook featuring Deb Porter, Andrew Hardin, Lil Rev, 
jcompanion book Pops Bayless, Stephen Bennett, Clive Gregson, Lee Rowe 


pias variations and and More...great ukulele recording of a wide range of musi 
arrangements for and More...grez ele recc g ol a wide range ¢ c 


Jeach tune on the Me @= including great old traditional tunes. 
CD. Descriptive 
pages on music : 
notation, scales, CD's: $15, Tapes: $10, Video w/ Tab: $20. 
keys, & embellish- ese Cas tk “Carter Family Tunes” 12 favorite Carter family tunes with 
ments included All orders shipped Priority Mail. Sa ees ae 

Texas residents include 6.25% salestax) Dulcimer Tab book with CD ($20 + S&H) 


Dulcimer Noel is a collection Lyrics Mama Music 
of beautifully arranged 246 CR 2127, Pittsburg, TX 75686 


hristmas carols on ham- i i 

mer dulcimer like Angel's Teaching Videos 
We Have Heard On High, Carol of the Bells, concerts/workshops. 90 mi SET REY Sao RT, CI, SE | DTS RO a 
Deck The Halls The Fest Ncal & ery riciad 0 minute videos featuring “bird’s eye view” camera 


www.debbieporter.net 


“A Bit of Southern Uke, Please” —20 great old tunes 
arranged for Ukulele. ($20+ S&H) 


CDs available of great uke and dulcimer music. 


angle and tab book. 


To order Jane's music or for informa- ‘14; A ‘ 
tion on lessons, workshops and ® Building Your Debbie Porter teaches Fretted Dulcimer 


performances, please contact: : mm ~—e_ RRepertoire on (DAD Tuning) 90 min 
Jane Chevalier “si : Fretted Dulcimer | For absolute beginners 
45652 Dunn Road : =a DAD Tuning) 90 min to novice level, 11 

Belleville, MI 48111 wee . For Novice to songs with a jam 
734-461-2453 ee 
jane2chev@aol.com ~~ < 
Cd's $17.00, Tapes $12.00, Companion Book $24.00 ‘ 20 tunes carefully taught give you a chance to 
Old But Timety set $32.00. Postage included on ail and fun dulcimer club jam session. (Now | use your new skills. 
items. Mi residents please add 6% sales tax on DVD) e 
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Burning Fork Creek ¢ Chris Carlisle, 
328 Secretariat Way, Frankfort, KY 40601, 
502-229-4065, chriscarlisledulcimer.com (CD) 
Chris began playing the mountain 
dulcimer early in 2004 and ten months 
later he released his first CD (Dulcimer 
Tales, What’s New, Fall 2004). At that 
time, he told me that he had another CD 
in the works, and that turns out to be 
Burning Fork Creek. His latest recording 
is filled with good original tunes (mined 
primarily from his family roots in and 
around Salyersville, Kentucky) that fit 
nicely on the dulcimer. Chris flatpicks 
and fingerpicks with equal facility 
and obviously has a rich and mature 
appreciation for his heritage that he 
expresses so well in his music. Tunes 
include Burning Fork Creek, Froggie’s 
Ladybug Waltz, Candy’s New Due, 
Cicada Stomp, and Al’s Open Mic. 


7th Floor Christmas ¢ Erich Overhultz, 6919 
W. Broward Blvd #103, Plantation, FL 33317, 
erichoverhultz.com, EOverhultz@aol.com (CD). 
Eric Overhultz is a talented musician 
who plays virtually everything but the 
kitchen sink on his new holiday album. 
In addition to vocal recitations, you will 
hear piano, hammered dulcimer, bowed 
psaltery, dumbek, kazoo, tambourine, 
newspaper, shakers, sleigh bells, slide 
whistle, metal dish and spoon. He 
includes traditional carols (Away in 
a Manger) interspersed with original 
tracks (Reflections of Christmas, Spiders 
in the Chimney). Most of the cuts focus 
on the piano with three of the twelve 
featuring hammered dulcimer. 


When Winter Calls ¢ Aubrey Atwater and 
Elwood Donnelly, 19 Walker Road, Foster, Ri 
02825, 401-392-1909, atwater-donelly.com (CD). 
The latest project from Aubrey 
Atwater and Elwood Donnelly is a live 
recording with a winter holiday theme. 
It was recorded in December 2004 
at the Blackstone River Theater in 
Cumberland, Rhode Island, and features 
wonderful songs of the season sung and 
played (mountain dulcimer, old time 
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banjo, guitar, harmonica, tin whistle, 
feet [what would an Atwater-Donnelly 
concert be without Aubrey’s dancing?], 
limberjack and spoons). The program is 
a mixture of the familiar (The Holly and 
the Ivy) and the not-so-familiar (Winter 
Solstice) infused with warmth and good 
humor. 


Deep Roots ¢ Helen Johnson, P.O. Box 3395, 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566, 979-297-7015, 
HelenJohnson.biz, Helen@HelenJohnson.biz 
(Book/CD). 

Helen’s book of easy folk songs for 
the mountain dulcimer contains thirty of 
the most enduring traditional songs of 
our musical heritage. Most of us learned 
these songs in school, but now Helen’s 
book will allow beginning players the 
chance to learn them on the dulcimer. 
All of the songs are arranged in DAD 
with easy instructions, tablature and 
an accompanying CD. Songs include 
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star, Old Joe 
Clark, Billy Boy, The Red River Valley 
and Flow Gently Sweet Afton. €3 


lsigis.homestead.com 


Bill Schilling and 
Linda Sigismondi 


_ Songs from Canal Days 
Songs from Canal Days CD $15 
Books with Melodies, Chords, & Lyrics 

Linda’s Feature DAD Tab 
Songs from Canal Days 
Celtic Ballads and Song (& CD) 
Appalachian Ballads and Songs (& CD) 
Christmas Songs (& CD) 
Old Time and Fiddle Tunes (& CD) 
(Books $12, CDs $12) 

Bill’s Include DAA or Autoharp Tab 
Dulci-More Public Domain Songbooks 
General (DAA) $30 plus s/h $5 * 
Autoharp $30 plus s/h $5 * 

Vols. 1-6 & Christmas (DAA) $7.50 
s/h $2 (except *) 1st item, $.50 each add'l 

Linda Sigismondi Bill Schilling 

474 Kathy St. 984 Homewood Ave. 

Gallipolis, OH 45631 Salem, OH 44460 
740-446-9244 330-332-4420 

Isigis@zoomnet.net _bill@billschilling.org 

billschilling.org 


JUST RELEASED 3/05 
JOELLEN LAPIDUS IN 
CONCERT MARCH 2004 


with 


Novi Novog on viola 
Omar Valle on drums 


AUTHOR OF 


LAPIDUS ON DULCIMER 


ORDER FROM 


Www. LAPIDUSMUSIC.COM 


or write to: 


Joellen Lapidus, 1923 2 Westwood Blvd. #5 


Los Angeles, CA 90025 


If it sounds too good to be true, 
it could bea... 


Harp Doctor Autoharp Sales 
Custom Autoharps - $100.00 - $600.00 


www.harpdoctor.com 
864 888 0697 


Custom Vintage OS Harps, Custom New OS Harps 


12, 15 and 21 Chord Chromatics - From $100.00 
Diatonic Harps - from $325.00 


Authorized OS Dealer; Custom and Guaranteed! 


Want to make a Mountain Dulcimer? 


Check out Keith Young's two volume, three hour video "How 
to Make a Mountain Dulcimer". A book contains plans, 
procedures, lists of materials, tools and supplies, fret 
calculations, "secrets" and more. $59 plus $5 priority mail. 
More information at www.AppalachianDulcimers.com. 
Keith Young. 3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, V A 22003 
phone: 703-941-1071, email: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 
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Harpsicle $295.00 


“Great for beginners, 
it includes a teach 
yourself manual. 

However, 

80% of tN xt ith ® 
sales xt 


are to 


experienced 
harpist. 
why? 
Great tone, 
volume, portable, 
41/2 [hs, 3 2 octaves. 
Handcrafted in U.S.A. 


‘Available in colors (flavors.) 


Harps On Main 
222 Main Street, Rising Sun, IN 47040 
812/438-3032 


www.traditionalharps.com 


Jeremy Seeger 
Dulcimers 


Handcrafted dulcimers 
that give a life time 
of enjoyment & a 
life time guarantee. 


For a free full color 
brochure call 802-767-3790 
or visit 
www.jeremyseeger.com 


Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 
PO Box 193, 
Rochester, VT 05767 


Tel: 802-767-3790 


Vlow Ftvailable from 


lVlaster Works 


Dampers 


Detachable pedal that can be located anywhere when you play 
Durable with no bulky springs to go out of adjustment 

Small & Light - instrument still fits in regular case 

Can be retrofitted 

Accurate top to bottom 


Quiet 


PIONEER PACKAGE 


PSR LCN SE , “a SF SELES SIL RDO LI TOLL RLS EELS 


15-14 Laminated top 
with maple bridges 

& stained all over, 
Case, Stand and Tuner 
Only $599 


This is the perfect package for 
a beginner dulcimer player 


Master Works C A Aaster ( WO j bg 
36613 US 70 Bennington, OK 74723 Qyr ; 
888-752-9243 a Sa 


www.MasterWorksOK.com 


the Gest of the Gest 


2 new sampler CDs featuring 22 National Champions. Selections from their 
finest recordings compiled together in two GREAT CDs. 


Hammer Dulcimer CD features Take advantage of comparing the 
Bonnie Carol playing styles of numerous champions 
Russell Cook “side by side” on a single CD! 


Dan Duggan 
> Scott Freeman Mountain Dulcimer CD features 


Princess Harris Linda Brockinton $15 each or 
Brenda Hunter Larry C onger 
Jamie Janover Gary Gallier g et them 


David Mahler Les Gallier 


Joshua Messick gers roe! sh both for $25* 


David Moran 
Mark Wade Mark Nelson 


Randy Zombola Scott Odena 


\ 
N ow 888-752-9243 Mark Tindle offer good through January 31, 2006. 


Lloyd Wright Must mention this ad to get the special price. 


Master Works and Wood ‘N Strings are now located together 
in beautiful Southeastern Oklahoma. Surf on over to 
www. Master WorksOK.com, or come on over and play a tune! 


RV Hookups 
available on-site 


Master Works ¢ Russell Cook 
36613 US Hwy 70 Bennington, OK 74723 
888-752-9243 


iach hes Gaui ana icd www.MasterWorksOK.com 


Dream Castle by Guy George is a collection of 
newly arranged classics and originals on 
hammered dulcimer, including "Pachebel's 
Canon in D", "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desens 
"Fanny Poer", and more. Guy George adds that 
special touch with his inspiring sax work, 
pennywhistle and unique musicianship on the 
steel drums on several songs on the following 
CDs: As Time Goes By; Plays Well With Other; 
I Wish They Hadn't Done That. These CDs are 
available online with FREE SHIPPING 
within the Continental U.S. 


e os . 
Missigman Music 
MASTER WORKS 
Hammered Dulcimers 
RICK THUM 
Hammered Dulcimers 


McSPADDEN 
Mountain Dulcimers 


BLEVINS 
Folk Harps 


Stained Glass Books, 
Books, Hammers, Accessories 


MC/Visa, PayPal or check. 
FREE SHIPPING ON 
WEBSITE ORDERS 


INCLUDING INSTRUMENTS! 


(Free shipping applies to US orders only) 


MISSIGMAN-MUSIC.COM 
Box 6, Laporte, PA 18626 
570-946-7841 
dulcimer@epix.net 


www. Missigman-Music.com 


SONG COLLECTIONS $7 
CELTIC SONGS & AIRS #1 
COWBOYS & VAQUEROS 
FIDDLE & BANJO #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #2 
SONGS OF FAITH 
CHRISTMAS SWEETNESS 
CHRISTMAS WONDER 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
BEGINNERS 1st SONGBOOK 
BEGINNERS OLDTIME FAVORITES 
--coming-- 
WALTZES AND PRANCES 
BLUE AND GRAY 


MAIDEN CREEK DULCIMERS 
4122 Melrose Dr. Wooster,OH 44691 
330/845-7825 
jphockett@sssnet.com 


Call Guy at 440-639-0383 to purchase 
CDs, workshop CDs, booking information, 


workshop and performance 
or visit his website at 
www.GuyGeorge.com 


“See Guy at the lolowing festivals... 
2006 SCHEDULE 


schedule, 


Deo. 31, 2005 New Years Eve Rosario Resort & Spa Email: hdggeorge@aol.com 


Jan. 6,7,8 Kentucky Music Winter Weekend 

Fed. 10-11 Winterfest, Irving, Texas 

April 2-8 Spring Dulcimer Week, Augusta Musical 
Heritage, Elkins W.V 

May 19-21 Roscoe Village, Coshocton, Ohio 

May 26-29 Duigi-more Festival - Lisbon, Ohio 

June 2-4 Yellowbanks Festival , Owensboro, KY 

June 9-11 Gebhard Woods, Morris, iL 

June 26-July 1 Kentucky Music Week, Bardstown KY 

July 24-29 Dulgimer Celebration - John C. Campbell 
Folk School 


August tt & 12 Little Rogk Dulcimer Getaway 
August 24 & 26 Midland Festival, Michigan 
15 & 16 Harmony Harvest, Lancaster, OH 


‘ eaeras WORKSHOP CDs: 
in Each set comes in a plastic 
folder with the music on high 
\ quality cardstock paper and 
two WORKSHOP CDS. 
AVAILABLE NOW: Dill Pickle 
Rag and Hyfrydol 


WORKSHOP CD SETS $15.00 

Get an in-depth lesson with Guy's teaching 
method to make learning easier and fun. 
Lots of “looping™. Melody instruction and 
back-up on 2 separate discs. Both discs 
offer extensive learning and practicing 
techniques with bass & drum back-up for 
playing “in the groove". Make learning a new 
tune fun! 


Booking 


and 


Contact Info: 


Lorinda Jones 
P O Box 123 
é Rineyville, KY 4016 
% 270-862-9747 
losnotes@infionline.net 


CDs & Books 


available online WwW.LorindaJones.com 


Modern Mountain Dulcimer. 


5-Star tuning per 


© Pickups 


For FREE CATALOG of tools, 
parts, supplies, books & videos 
for instrument building & repair: 

Call 800-848-2273 

Fax 740-593-7922 

Online: www.stewmac.com 


STEWART* MACDONALD’S 


= GUITAR SHOP SUPPLY 


Box 900DP * Athens, Ohio 45701 © USA 
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Cardboard 


Dulcimers and Kits 


Since 1980, Backyard Music has sold 
over 20,000 of these sturdy, 
inexpensive full-sized lap dulcimers- 
just right for schools, beginners, and 
camping trips. 


Three strings, solid wood fretboard, 
geared tuners, painted corrugated 
soundbox. Playing manual, extra 
strings, pick, noter, and 4 mil poly bag 
included. Hearing is believing, so we 
offer a 30-day money-back guarantee. 


one 12+ 
Prefretted Simplicity Kit $48 $32 
Simplicity Dulcimer $62 $48 


For shipping, add $5.00 plus $1.50 per 
dulcimer, Fourth string and extra fret 
available at extra cost. Call for details. 


Backyard Music PO Box 9047 
New Haven, CT 06532-0047 or call 
203-281-4515, 7 AM to 10 PM. 


"Remarkably good sound" 
Mother Earth News 


FOLKS! Don't Try 
This At Home!!! 


This is for real. Read about it 
in our unclassified ad, 
or come by and see it 


The Jam Factory 
207 N. Main, 
Hannibal, MO 63401 
573-221-2520 
songbirdhd.com 
legendary durability 


The Amazing 
Songbird Phoebe!! 


EE 
PBHCLLEY Stew 
E Kafe, Looe ; , 


Shelley Stevens 


Songs of 
Life, Love and 
Laughter 


(This is wot your Grandfather's Dulcimer!) 


CD $16.75 post paid 
Music to soothe, inspire. and tickle your funny-bone. Classical , Country. Ragtime & Rock 


Enhanced CD! With photos, web link, email and Dulcimer tab! 


Includes: 

Dill Pickle Rag, Crazy, Darcy Farrow, Music 
Box Dancer, Bad Moon Rising , Viagra in the 
Water, Faith of Man, Seeds, On the Other 
Shore, Summertime, Over the Rainbow & more. 


send orders to: 
TWEETWATER PRODUCTIONS 
643 E. Euclid Ave. 
Springfield, OH 45505 
937-323-7864 
Shelley@shelleystevens,com 


MASTERCARD AND VISA ACCEPTED 
www.shelleystevens.com SECURE ON-LINE ORDERING 


' hangs on her daughter’s wall. 
' Her head is hanging in deep 
_ concentration, her dark red hair 
flowing over the wooden instrument 
her lap, and her fingers hovering 
the strings, ready to play a haunting 
melody. When Jean Jennings played 
her dulcimer, listeners fell in love. To 
say Jean was a talented musician would 
be an understatement; she had a gift. 
Jean had the ability to inspire 

and entrance her listeners. Although 
Jean is one of the main reasons 

that Mountain View, Arkansas, is 
heralded as the Folk Music Capital 

of the World, she never claimed to be 
famous, or even musically talented; 

she simply liked to play music. After 
hearing her stories and listening to her 
music, however, a person can easily see 
the importance of this woman on th 
music scene in Mountain View, an 
even the entire country. i 

Jean grew up in a rural farming 

community, the oldest in a poor fé 
that did not even own a radio until 
Jean was eleven. Like many residents 
of rural Arkansas, she found joy in 
music of her Baptist church. Althoug! 
she loved music, the combination of 
poverty and constant physical labor left 
no time for Jean to follow her dream _ 
of playing music. Jean married when 
she was sixteen, moved to Mountain 
View, and soon had four children. 

At a party one night, Jean heard a 
dulcimer, and something about the 
unique, lilting sounds struck a chord 
deep in her heart. She found a picture 
of dulcimer in a book, took it to a local 
carpenter, and convinced him to copy 
the instrument. When she finally got 
her dulcimer, the strings were set up so 
high that when Jean pressed the strings 
to note it, the dulcimer was off pitch. 
The carpenter took the dulcimer back, 
fixed the strings, and on this dulcimer 
Jean taught herself to play—with no 
lessons at all. 


—————The Silver Chord 


went through the receiving line to meet 


a band which has been together for 
over twenty years. 

Because of her music Jean had 
the opportunity to travel all over the 
country. Memorable as they all were, 
she considered the trips to Washington, 
D.C. the most important in her musical 
career. In 1998, Mrs. Dale Bumpers 
called the Folk Center looking for 
dulcimer players for a luncheon 
that senators’ wives give the First 
Ladies. Mrs. Bumpers knew Jean, and 
requested that she and her daughter 
Pam be offered the trip. Jean and Pam 
played through the luncheon, and then 


Winter 2006 = 43 


Mrs. Clinton and Mrs. Gore. Mrs. 


_ Clinton was impressed with the pair, 
_and offered them a private tour of the 


White House. The next morning the 
two dulcimer players from Mountain 


| View, Arkansas, experienced this 


entous occasion. They again saw 
Clinton who invited them into the 
Office to see the President. Jean 
President Clinton from his years 
ansas, and he told them, “You 

n't aw how I'd like to be back 
Stone County listening to music.” 

e President visited with the two 


Until his assistant forced him to leave 
for a dinner with foreign dignitaries. 


Jean said that the President literally 


followed them out of the Oval Office, 


still talking about music. 

When you discussed music with 
Jean, you soon realized the amazing 
opportunities presented to this woman 
from rural Arkansas. However, Jean 
never revealed that she worked 
tirelessly to promote folk music all 
over the country. In 2001, Jean was 
ed Stone County Distinguished 
en of the Year. A few months 
, she received the Bessie B. Moore 
ard from the Committee of One 
dred. The Committee of One 
Hundred, a support group established 
in 1973 for the activities of the Ozark 
Folk Center, has one hundred female 
members, all who strive to improve 
the Folk Center and its programs. The 
Moore award has only been awarded 
to two other women. Also in 2001, 
Jean received the Henry Award from 
the Parks and Tourism Department for 
the state of Arkansas to reward her for 
her hours of volunteer work promoting 
tourism. 

Despite the awards and 
recognitions, Jean never forgot why 
she started playing music. She believed 
music was a way to communicate with 
people, and, no matter what a person’s 
musical tastes may be, “people respect 


Continued on next page. 
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Cardboard Dulcimer Kits 


Only $29.95 
per kit! 
Quantity 

it its 


4 strings 

Hourglass Shape 

Easy to assemble 

Hardwood fretboard 

Laser - cut Soundholes 

White Cardboard Body, fun to decorate! 


FREE catalog 


800-432-5487 


Musicmaker’s Kits, Inc 
PO Box 2117 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
www.musikit.com 
Acoustic instruments you can build! 


Home of Kattywompus String Band 


Dulcimer Dusters: 


The Original & Best! 


All Major Crédit Cards 


» Accepted 
Call For Free Catalog 


Hammer Dulcimer Mountain 


Sweet Sound 


Mt. Dulcimer Books 
Getting Sta rted 
Why Not Play in DAA 
Dynamic Dulcimer 
Hammer Dulcimer Tunes 
Baabe $17.95 Including fh 
Square One..... 17.95 
Hammer Hands...$17.95 
Come Dance & 
Sing....$22.95 
c 
Prices Include s/h 
Call me at 
281-370-9495 
or visit my wel page: 
www. peggycarter.com 
and order booky or 
un-bound collections. 


Lessons & Great Gifts 


Toll:Free: {877) 365-5744 
www.SoKattywompus.com 


Music Bookmarks 


Beaded Gold Tassels, 5 3/4" x 2 3/4." 


$3.50 ea. 


Granny With 
Dulcimer Corn Cob Pipe 
& Fretted Dulcimer 


412 S. Myrtle Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016 


a good musician.” By listening and 
playing music, Jean found an outlet for 
all her emotions, and a way to escape 
from all the stresses of modern life. Jean 
was musically blessed, but she did not 
escaped troubled times. A mere month 
before she lost her long battle with 
cancer, she insisted on playing at a close 
friend’s wedding. Music emotionally 
helped her deal with problems in her life. 
“Even when I am really tired, I can start 
playing music and I seem to forget about 
being tired.” 

Jean’s memorial service was held in 
the packed auditorium of the Ozark 
Folk Center, a fitting place to honor 
the woman who musically influenced 
so many lives. As the musicians began 
to play the last song of the service, they 
invited “anyone who has ever played 
music with Jean, or was influenced by 
her music” to come on stage and sing 
with them. Soon the stage was filled with 
probably a hundred people, and the “last 
song” turned into several songs—with 
people singing and playing old gospel 


Posi-Lock (pat. pend.) assures 
slip-proof and repeatable easy 
adjustment in 1/2" increments 
No protruding knobs 


ys 


Piano Hinge provides Stability, 
Strength and Durability 


Trunk Stay locks stand open, 
guarding against accidental 
closing while adding Stability 


tunes mixed in with upbeat mountain 
music. Most funerals do not end with 
800 people clapping in time to banjos 
and fiddles playing “I'll Fly Away,” but 
Jean Jennings was not most people. It 
was clear as you listened to the music 
and looked around at the smiling, 
singing faces that Jean’s legacy will live 
on through the music that she loved so 
much. 

Pam Kirby and Alison Lee €> 


To order, send $18* to: 
Heidi Muller 
; PO Box 1064 
= Charleston, WV 25324 


| www.heidimuller.com 


"INCLUDES SHIPPING 


Fine Handcrafted Hammered Dulcimers 
Choice of the 


2005 National Champion runner-up 


Marvel Ang of Cambridge, Mass. 


7 models available from 12/11 ultralight to 
10/15/15 chromatic professional model 


WUDD, 
Ru &>5. 
vy 


“0 inst® 


6622 W. 35th. St. So., Wichita, Ks. 67215 
316-524-0997 mhuddleson@aol.com 


J & K Dulcimers 


in association with Mike Reese 
introduce the all new 


GrandStand. 


Aluminum Track assures 
easy adjustment... 
no more screws & washers 


Leather covered instrument 
stop is removable 
and replaceable 


Bottom of legs are epoxy coated 
to prevent moisture from leaching 
into wood. Each leg has a non-skid 

rubber foot to protect floors 


J & K Dulcimers + 310 E. Chicago Blvd. + Britton, MI 49229 * 517-451-8259 + www.jkdulcimers.com 
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Maureen Sellers : 
presents 


* 
MY TEACHING BOOK 
VOLUME ONE- $12.00 


MY TEACHING BOOK 
VOLUME TWO- $12.00 
CD FOR VOL. 1 $12.00 
(The books | teach from at the * 

universities.) 
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Dulcimer in The gest 
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Designed and Made 
by Dulcimer Players 
for Dulcimer Players 


**New! Simply Duets! $20.00** 
Simply Gospel One- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Two- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Three- $12.00 
Simply Remembered- $12.00 


Songs of the Civil War- $12.00 
Fretboard Companion- $5.00 Chord Chart- $2.00 


THISTLEDEW ACRES 


Lee and Doug Felt 
P.O. Box 134 
Marengo, OH 43334 
419-864-1736 
leefelt@bright.net 
Send $2.50 each for shipping & handling plus $1.50 for each 

additional item. IN residents add 6% sales tax. 

Maureen Sellers, LLC 
4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150 
E-Mail- MaureenSel@AOL.com 
For workshops/performances(812)945-9094 
www.maureensellers.com 
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Nylon Cordura® Bags for One or Two Dulcimers 
www.dulcimerbaglady.com 
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z . ' — www.madelinemacneil.com 
‘Timothy Seaman Ane acoustic music for Virginia 

..compelling self-styled hammered dulcimer, flute and guitar 
celebrating the trees, wildlife, parks & heritage of the region! 


is 
CDs: Virginia Wildlife (animals --- Game & Inland @ Books 
Fisheries) .. .Sycamore Rapids (trees) ... Here on This |. a 
M4 Ridge (Shenandoah National Park) ... Celebration of Re ording ; 
fe  Centurtes (Williamsburg’s 300") ... Common Wealth = Musi ¢, videos 
(State Parks compilation) ...Quret in the Meadow (airs a / "erformance dates...and more! 
& waltzes)... Wayfaring Stranger 757/565-1461 


www.timothyseaman.com 


Acomplete line of PVC Musical mistraments 


F . And How To Make Them 
Hammer Dulcimers and accessories Harp, Violin; Cello, Stide Guitar, & 


. 2 more. 120 pages of step-by-ste 
handcrafted by Rick Fogel Massa wets he 


Full Size Templates & Readily 

Available Parts 

© Fun and easy to build and play 

® Low Cost—Great Sound 

® Most built in under 2 hours 

@ Includes a FREE CD of band 
tunes, solos & tunings 


DULCIMER CO. John Kovac —Harpmaker 
148 E. High Spruce Road, Front Royal, VA, 22630 
(540) 635-2534 
www.johnkovac.com 
VISA and Master Card accepted 


Catalog Available + 1916 Pike Place, Box 906, Seattle, WA 98101 + (206)910-8259 
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WINDY RIVER 
CARDBOARD 
DULCIMERS 


Dark cherry cardboard sound box, 
24-1/4” wood fretboard, standard 
machine heads, very substantial. 
6-1/2 & 13-1/2 frets included. 
Ideal for schools and beginners. 


! ble with 3 or 4 strings, 
strung either lonian or Mixolydian. 


$ 50.00 


(Special prices for schools and 
organizations) 


Handcrafted music holders, music stands, 
and instrument stands. 


Dealer inquiries welcomed 


WINDY RIVER DULCIMER SHOP 
PO BOX 493 
BOONEVILLE, MS 38829 
662-728-5448 
Lorsmith@ bellsouth.net 
www. windyriver.org 
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Blue Lion # McSpadden 
Folkcraft * Cripple Creek 
Dusty Strings # Master Works 
Black Mountain * TK O'Briens 
McNally # H&H Enterprises 
Songbird # Lyon & Healy 

Mid-East * Triplett 
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Unclassified ads are 45¢ per 
word, payable in advance. There 
is a 15% discount for pre-paid 
(4 issues) unclassified ads 
running unchanged in 4 or 
more consecutive issues. 


Modern Mountain Dulcimer 
would like to take this 
opportunity to remind each of 
you, as I have been reminded: 
THE MOST PRECIOUS 
THINGS IN LIFE, AREN'T 
THINGS. As always we 

want to invite you to visit 
modernmountaindulcimer. 

com to learn more about our 
high performance mountain 
dulcimers, or call 870-251- 

3665 to make an order, ask a 
question, or make arrangements 
to visit the place where they are 
created, Batesville, AR. Stay in 
tune! 


For Sale. 2 hammer dulcimers. 
1985 Rizzetta 16/15 with upper 
chromatics. Cordura case, stand. 
Beautiful, even sound. Well- 
balanced sustain. Redwood 

top. Hand-carved maple leaf. 
44” x 20”. 15#. Some corner 
nicks. $1300. Rick Fogel 1993 
Whamdiddle soprano 13/12 with 
upper chromatics. Cordura case. 
Stand. Built-in pickup. Starts on 
G above middle C. Sweet, bright 
sound. Spruce top. Chip carving 
sides, 29" x 14”. 12#. Perfect 
condition. $950. Postage extra. 
Will sell in US only. Willing 

to drive reasonable distance 

for delivery. Contact Darlene, 
Fort Wayne. IN, 260-432-1656, 
reinal 3@verizon.net. 


Banjo-Mer Website: www.banjo 
mer.com. See the many Banjo- 
Mers and the new items! 


Cimbaloms. Large chromatic 


hammered dulcimer with pedals. 


New and reconditioned. Various 
prices. Alex Udvary, 2115 W. 
Warner, Chicago, IL 60618. 
www. cimbalom-master.com. 


Expressive hammered dulcimer: 
An instructional method by 
Carrie Crompton. Technical 
exercises and repertoire in a 
graded series of lessons for 


Unclassifieds 


beginners. Covers melodic 
playing in eight keys and four 
time signatures, and beginning 
back-up techniques that sound 
really good. 130 pages. $25 
postpaid to: Carrie Crompton, 
11 Center Street, Andover CT 
06232, www.carriecrompton. 
com, barolk@ sbcglobal.net. 


Wonderful Prices at Wildwood 
Music. We have over 600 

new acoustic instruments in 
stock — including fine displays 
of mountain and hammered 
dulcimers. Wildwood Music, 
Historic Roscoe Village, Cosh- 
octon, OH 43812. www.wild 
woodmusic.com. 740-622-4224, 


For Sale: Ken Bloom bandura. 
Beautiful tone, Viking motits 
on scroll, neck and sound hole. 
Music included. $350. Also, 
Masterworks padded aluminum 
airline case for hammered 
dulcimer with wheels and 
handles. Interior dimensions 
19-1/2 inches X 46 inches. 

Call 719-873-5754, weveski@ 
aol.com. 


At Fotk Notes, we select our 
dulcimers with the best sound 
and workmanship in mind. 
Black Rose, Butch Sides, 
Folkcraft, Folkroots, Jeff 
Gaynor, McSpadden, TK 
O'Brien, and our own mountain 
dulcimers. McSpadden Dulci- 
Banjos and the Folk Notes 
BanjMo, hybrid instruments 
with a banjo sound. Rick Thum, 
Songbird, and TK O'Brien 
hammered dulcimers, folk 
harps, banjos, autoharps, Irish 
and Indian flutes, tinwhistles, 
bodhran, ethnic percussion, 
books, and accessories. 
Dulcimer and autoharp lessons. 
Mon-Friday, some Saturdays. 
877-273-4999, toll free for 
information or appointments. 
Folk Notes, 2329 Curdes Ave, 
Fort Wayne, IN 46805. www 
folknotes.com 


Hammered Dulcimer Book 

& C0, DVD. For beginning 

to intermediate hammered 
dulcimer players. Twenty-five 
tunes and arrangements. Also, 
book w/CD, DVD for mountain 
dulcimer. Mel Bay Publications 
by Madeline MacNeil. Book 

& CD: $20.00; DVD, $15. 
Shipping: $3.00 first item, $.5U 
for each add. item. PO. Box 
2164, Winchester, VA 22604. 


540-678-1305. Visa, Mastercard, 
Amcrican Express. Order 
online: madelinemacneil.com. 


Since 1950, Sing Outl The Folk 
Song Magazine has covered 
the world of traditional and 
contemporary folk music. 

Each quarterly 200-page 

issue includes articles, news, 
reviews, festival listings, and 
instrumental “Teach-Ins” plus 
lead sheets for twenty songs. 
Subscribing Membership starts 
at $25/yr. Basic Membership 
(includes CD each quarter with 
all the songs in each issue) starts 
at $50/yr. Info: Sing Out!, Box 
5253-D, Bethlehem, PA 18015- 
0253, info@'singout.org, www 
singout.org. 


Autoharp Quarterly, the 
international magazine 
dedicated to the autoharp 
enthusiast. Subscriptions: US- 
$20, Canada-$22, Europe-$24, 
Asia/South Pacific-$26. US 
currency, please. Stonehill 
Productions, PO Box 336, New 
Manchester, WV 26056-0336. 
ahquarterly@home.com, 
www.fmp.com/aq 


Acoustic music instruction with 
Seth Austen. Private lessons or 
group workshops in scenic New 
Hampshire location. Acoustic 
guitar, fretted dulcimer, 
mandolin, bouzouki. fiddle, 
banjo, percussion, recording 
techniques. Styles include 
Celtic, Appalachian, bottleneck, 
blues, klezmer, international 
and more. For information visit 
www.sethausten.com, email 
seth@sethausten.com or call 
603-539-8301. 


American Lutherie, the world’s 
foremost magazine of string 
instrument making and repair 
information published by the 
Guild of American Luthiers. 
See our web page for photo 
previews of back issues and 
images of vur many instrument 
plans: www.luth.org. Or contact 
GAL, 8222 S. Park Avenue, 
Tacoma, WA 98408, 253-472-7853. 


Dulcimer Players News Recent 
back issues $6 each. Dulcimer 
Players News, P.O. Box 2164, 
Winchester, VA 22604. 
540-678-1305. E-mail: dpn@ 
dpnews.com. Visa, Mastercard, 
American Express. Order 
subscriptions online: 
dpnews.com. 


Kitchen Musician Books: Tune 
collections for hammered 
dulcimer and folk instruments. 
A source of common and 
uncommon tunes (some 550 
in all). in a basic setting with 
guitar chords; information on 
the tunes of historical/musical 
interest. Includes Waltzes, 
Carolan, Irish, Scottish, 
Colonial, Jigs, Old-Timey 
Fiddle, 18 tune collections, 
two dulcimer tutors, two 
Scottish fiddle collections. For 
catalog or information: Sara 
Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley 
Lane, Cincinnati OH 45215, 
§13-761-7585. New e-mail: 
kitchiegal@mac.com or check 
http:/Avww.kitchenmusician 
-net/ for information on books 
and recordings, dulcimers, 
musical and historical links, 
downloadable music, ete. 


Guy George Music Company — 
Now selling online — Rick 
Thum dulcimers, Chieftain 
Penny whistles, Steel Drums 
and Fluke Ukuleles. www.guy 
george.com. 


Are you « hammered or 
mountain dulcimer builder, 
teacher, festival or workshop 
organizer? Dulcimer Players 
News would like to send you 
recent back issues to give to 
your customers, students, event 
participants at no cost to you. 
Contact DPN at 540-678-1305, 
dpn@dpnews.com. 


The Jam Factory. The “road 
kill” duleimer is real! In 2003 
while we were moving, the 
dulcimer fell out of our pickup 
and was run over by the 7,000 
Ib, trailer we were pulling. 
This Phoebe was built, but not 
strung, so we finished over the 
tire track, strung it, and it was 
alright! Recently, it fell off a 
six foot high shelf and made a 
big dent in the floor; otherwise, 
no damage. It was still in 

tune! The Songbird Phoebe: 
Legendary Durability! Come 
see it at THE JAM FACTORY, 
Northeast Missouri's dulcimer 
headquarters, 207 N. Main, 
Hannibal, MO 63401, 
573-221-2520, songbirdhd.com. 
Celtic/Old Time jam every 
Monday night. Y‘all! come! 


“t Love Dulcimers” notepads. 
50 sheets. Looks like wood. 
wew.dulcimersinduluth.com. 


Scott Odena i ~ 


Rhythm of the Wind-New me 
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Dance andmanymore 
dolin, Vocals on 2 tracks 
Companion book of tab available 
CD-$15 — Book-$12  SerofBook &CD-$25 


Fiddlin’ With - sieris 
Abook ver radit — nestransrbed or dulcimer nD JAD sextings 


ndand many more 


instrument 
CD-R only, for alimitedtime-$3.50 


Song For Grandpa 
Scott plays dulcimer, guitar, banjo & mandolin, vocals on5 tracks 
Indudestitletrack, Scotland, Red Wing, Chicken Reel and many more! 
Companion book of tab availabl 
CD-$15 
Book & CD sex -$25 Book & Cass. set -$20 

Online ordering available at www.houdinimusicvideo.com or senda 
check/money order, with$1.50 s&h peritem (sets count as? items) to: 

Scott Odena, P.0. Box 22881, Little Rock, AR 72221-2881 
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Visit our website for a 
Dealer near you... 
www.rthum.com 


636-376-THUM 
(8 48 6) 


tt & Lisa Odena showcasethe mountain duldmer navar Mey eae 


Dulcumers 


Kora Lifetine '® 
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Ron Ewing Dulcimers 


From a musician's hand 


Fine Instruments from 
Dulcimettes to Baritones 
since 1970 


CAPOS: 


Walnut or Cherry, $16 

Ebony or Rosewood w/ 

Pearl Snowflake, $21 
Aluminum Capos back in stock! 


Gold or black finish, $26 


All Prices Postpaid 


Send SASE for brochure 


LF 
bak 


224 E. Maynard, Columbus, OH 43202 
614-263-7246 www.ronewingdulcimers.com 


Walkin’ Around Lucky 
Robert & Janita Baker 


with 
Madeline MacNeil, 
Karen Mueller, 
Howie Bursen, 
Kelly Powers and 
Jean Sutton 


‘Traditional, country, blues and original songs 
featuring guitar and dulcimer with banjo, autoharp, 
accordian, fiddle and vocals 


available from: 
Blue Lion 
10650 Little Quail Ln. 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 
CD $16.50, includes shipping 
CA residents please add 7.25% sales tax 


In 1972, we began 
making dulcimers 
because they 
were easy to play, 
hot too expensive, 
and lots of fun. 


After 29 years, 
Black Mountain Dulcimers 
still are. 


FREE Catalog of Dulcimers, books, CDs and more 


Yours for the asking. lack. 

Tnstruments 
100 Foothill Blvd.* Calistoga, CA 94515 « Toll Free 1-800-786-4240 
www.blackmtninstruments.com Dealer inquiries welcome. 
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WWW: ourd COM 


Gourd Music is Northern California's 
premier acoustic record label. 
Visit www. gourd.com today and browse through our 
titles, listen to sound samples and order from our 
secure site. It’s a world of great music at your fingertips. 


visit www.gourd.com or call us at 1-800-487-4939 


Winchester, VA 


Permit No. 107 


Subscribers: If your mailing label is dated 2/1/2006, that means your subscription ends with 


this issue. Time to renew! Jo keer 


PO Box 2164 ¢ Winchester, VA 22604 
Subscription copies mailed in January. 


Address Service Requested 
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February 2006-April 2006 Issue 


Dulcimer Players News 


Mail to 


TI We. bs 
‘ abil Spence Edition 
inally! A lightweight instrument with the same 


character of the big one I've been toting around 
__ for 30 years!" — Bill Spence 


3 Discover the Sound! 


. i — a 
For a brochure on our complete line of instruments, contact: 


David Lindsey — (580) 847-2822 
654 Acorn Lane * Bennington, OK 74723 


Visit us Online at: 


www.sweetsongstringband.com/davidsdulcimers.html 


